
enlightened now; we have got more philoso-
phy, more intelligence, and comprehend the 
nature of human existence better; we are men 
of greater renown than they. Those things 
might do for our grandfathers and great-
grandfathers, but they will not do for us.”

If a little Scripture will suit them, they 
put it in; but if it won’t, they keep it out, 
and talk about expediency. Expediency 
is the great principle by which men are 
 governed.

Talk about politics! What is it? It is this 
or that man’s policy. “If it is policy to tell 
the truth, we will tell it; if not, we will tell 
a lie.” A man cannot obtain a cause be-
cause it is just, but because it is policy, and 
because he can bring certain influences to 
bear on that thing. This is about the posi-
tion of things as I find them, so far as my 
experience goes.

But, as is the case in Congress, bullyism 
seems to be one of the most prominent ar-
guments in the West, where they seem to 
imitate their honorable example. These 
are the two prominent places—Kansas 
and Congress. Brother Bernhisel here has 
been among them there; he knows some-
thing about it and something about their 
proceedings. If a man dare get up there and 
speak his sentiments, another stands over 
with a cane, and goes to work at caning 
him, and lays him in a sick bed for several 
months, so that he cannot speak; and for 
this dignified act, he is presented with nu-
merous canes by his constituents, to show 
how they appreciate this Congressional ar-
gument, and to prove to others that if they 
speak the truth, they may look out for a 
caning. These things take place in this land 
of liberty and in the Congress of the United 
States. We have had a good deal of trouble 
sometimes in getting our appropriations; in 
fact, not sometimes, but always. And I will 
tell you how they do in the West and in

California. A fellow goes up and seizes an-
other by the collar, and says, “Damn you, 
if you stand in my way, I will put this into 
you”—showing him a deadly weapon. The 
official says, “I am afraid that fellow will 
kill me; I will give him what he wants.” 
But if an honest man goes and asks for his 
rights, he cannot get them, simply because 
he is honest, particularly if he happens to 
be a “Mormon.”

I have vowed in my own mind, over and 
over again, if I was in Utah, the United 
States might stand over me until dooms-
day, before I would do anything for them, 
unless I was paid for it beforehand. Excuse 
me, Governor Young, if I am not very pa-
triotic. No men need call upon me to do 
anything in Utah for the United States, un-
less they pay me the money down. I won’t 
trust them.

I speak from experience—from things I 
have seen and known—from circumstan-
ces that have come under my own notice. 
I have seen the difficulties my brethren 
have labored under, when they have had 
to do with Congress or the Departments at 
Washington.

Any unprincipled scoundrel, no mat-
ter how mean, if he comes with a bowie 
knife or revolver in his hand, can get 
what he wants. People back East used to 
blame me for speaking and writing plain. 
I talk the same now. I feel that I can be 
sustained by the truth; and if I cannot 
live by truth, I will die by it and I am 
not afraid of telling it before any people. 
I met a gentleman on the road, on his 
way to the States from California. I asked 
him how things were getting on in Utah. 
He said, “Very well; all is peace there; 
they seem to do very well. Are you going 
there?” “Yes, sir, I am going to Utah.” 
“Did you live there?” “Yes.” “I think it is 
not prudent, the policy upon which they
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