
they receive their intelligence. The Spirit of 
the Lord has not yet entirely done striving 
with the people, offering them knowledge 
and intelligence; consequently it reveals 
unto them, instructs them, teaches them, 
and guides them even in the way they like 
to travel. Men know how to construct rail-
roads and all manner of machinery; they 
understand cunning workmanship, etc.; 
but that is all revealed to them by the Spirit 
of the Lord, though they know it not.

You can find in the minds of the people 
most admirable intelligence in things per-
taining to the world; but when you touch 
the intelligence that pertains to other 
worlds, to the kingdom of heaven and heav-
enly things, they are dark as midnight dark-
ness—so dark as this, that, let ever so good 
a thing be revealed to them, no matter how 
good for a nation, a people, a community, 
or an individual—let a man have it revealed 
to him how he can benefit the whole nation, 
they turn around and deny God in it. They 
are so dark as that, when they never received 
a particle of intelligence but what came from 
God. They are filled with darkness.

Instead of wishing injuries to come on 
them, my heart is pained for them when 
I behold their situation. They are drunk, 
not with strong drink, but with their own 
anger, and rage, and the spirit of the en-
emy which they have received. They are 
as wild as California horses. When a lasso 
is thrown on them, they will run madly 
against a knee, or a stone wall, or over a 
person, or anything; they are frantic, and 
would break their own necks. It is just so 
with the inhabitants of the earth, and es-
pecially so with our Government; and they 
are hastening with all possible speed, with 
the larriet around their necks, to jump the 
precipice and destroy themselves.

I  can te l l  you one  th ing  that  I  
know concerning the inhabitants of

the United States. It has come to this, that 
the honest among them—men, women, 
and children, have dreams foreboding evil. 
The visions of their minds are troubled; 
they are in sorrow; they feel melancholy, 
and have a presentiment that something 
evil is going to befall the people. And if you 
could discern the thoughts of their hearts 
this day, you would probably find mil-
lions of such persons in our Government. 
When they reflect upon the maddened zeal 
of the leaders, they know that they can en-
dure but a little while, and query, “What 
will come?” What will the Lord bring on 
the people—upon this happy govern-
ment? What evil catastrophe is about to 
befall us? Will there be war? Will we fight 
the “Mormons,” and will the Lord give 
the “Mormons” power to fight against us? 
Will the North make war upon the South? 
Will they take the sword one against the 
other? What will become of us? These fore-
bodings are upon the people. They have 
dreams in the night which frighten them, 
and reflections in the daytime which give 
them sorrow; and they are harassed from 
day to day. They are to be pitied; for sor-
row, woe, destruction, shame, and misery 
await them. I am sorry for them: they are 
to be pitied—to be prayed for.

Almost every man that has come from 
the East of late is telling you the political 
feelings and desires of the Government 
towards this people. Brother Taylor has 
just related that a gentleman he met on  
the road remarked, “What! Can you 
‘Mormons’ fight the United States? Can 
you contend with them? You had better 
take a more specific policy than you have. 
Do not speak about the President, nor 
about any of the officials.” We shall talk 
as we please about them; for this is the 
right and privilege granted to us by the 
Constitution of the United States: and, as
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