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have tried during those five years to

remove me, and I have had to ap-

point a Secretary for this Territory three

times in that period; for the ones ap-

pointed by the President absconded from

the Territory. And the prospect now

is, that I shall still have to be the

Governor—that I shall again have to pre-

side over the Legislature, and that Cap-

tain Hooper, whom I appointed Secre-

tary, will have to continue in that office.

God bless you. Amen.
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I have appreciated brother Elias

Smith's remarks. He has stated things

as they are, according to my knowledge.

I have been acquainted with him some

twenty-three or twenty-four years. He is

our Judge in this county, and I can say

to his praise that he is one of the best

Judges we have in the Territory; and my

prayer and wish to God is that we may

not have a swore Judge from this time

henceforth and forever, and that we may

never have any Judges in this Territory

but men of our own choice, and that we

may never have any person to preside

over us in the capacity of a Governor of

this Territory but the man of our own

choice. [Voices: "Amen."] And I can say

further, we never will. [Voices: "Amen."]

I have my reasons for this.

This people here are the people of

God. Here, in the Territory of De-

seret, is the kingdom of God, and here

are all the officers pertaining to that

kingdom; and here is an organization

that is organized after the order of

God, and it is organized after the or-

der of the Church of the Firstborn.

Let me explain what the Church of

the Firstborn is. It is the first Church

that ever was raised up upon this earth;

that is, the first born Church. That is

what I mean; and when God our Father

organized that Church, He organized it

just as His Father organized the Church

on the earth where He dwelt; and that

same order is organized here in the City

of Great Salt Lake; and it is that order

that Joseph Smith the Prophet of God

organized in the beginning in Kirtland,

Ohio. Brother Brigham Young, myself,

and others were present when that was

done; and when those officers received

their endowments, they were together in

one place. They were organized, and re-

ceived their endowments and blessings,

and those keys were placed upon them,

and that kingdom will stand forever.

Now mark it—that kingdom will

never be overthrown; although they

may kill, that is, if they can, brother

Brigham and me, and brother Daniel

H. Wells, and they may kill the Apos-

tles, if they can, and so they may

keep on from this time to all eter-

nity, and they never can obliterate this


