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work. I know it. They may kill, and de-
stroy, and waste a great many limbs that
are upon this Church; but let me tell you,
they never can kill the tree nor destroy the
root from whence we have sprung; for our
Father and our God is that root, and Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, is the tree or vine,
and we spring out of that vine; and if we
keep His commandments and receive the
Spirit of God, the Holy Ghost, it is that
nourishment that comes down directly
from the Father, from Jesus Christ, the
true vine.

And as President Buchanan, the
President of the United States of America,
holds the keys of the government of this
whole nation, so Brigham Young holds the
keys pertaining to this Church and people.

Well, do I suppose, when I reflect,
that troops are being sent here without
President Buchanan’s permission? No, not
for a moment: he has permitted it. We are
a poor, isolated people, driven over one
thousand miles from our native land, and
many of us have been driven and broken
up five times; and he and his coadjutors
have acknowledged it and have said point-
edly there could nothing be done for us as
a community: and here we are, after send-
ing forth our men, the Elders of Israel, and
redeeming this land from Mexico. They
are now designing to come with troops to
break us up and to kill our Prophets, and
our Apostles, and our Elders.

Brethren, I will tell you one thing, and
you may be sure of it, as the Lord God lives,
and as my soul lives, that nations that raise
the weapons of war against this people shall
perish by those weapons. [Voices: “Amen.”]
Every nation, every tongue, and every people
shall perish, and every man and woman
that gives consent to it. [Voices: “Amen.”]
You may “Amen” to the whole of it, for it
is true. Go and read the Book of Mor-
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mon, the Prophets, and the revelations
given to Joseph the Prophet; and you will
learn that God has said that every nation
and every people on this earth that will not
serve Him shall be destroyed.

This is the kingdom of God. When they
fight us, they fight God, and Jesus Christ,
and the Holy Ghost, and they fight all the
Prophets that have been from the creation
down to the present time. Why? Because
Joseph was the last Prophet; God spoke to
him, placed the keys upon him, by Peter,
James, and John. Do you suppose they did
it without having authority from Jesus?
No; Jesus told them when to do it, and
told them who the man was; and Joseph,
the Prophet of the living God, placed those
keys on brother Brigham.

The Father told Jesus when to go and
again commit these keys to men on the
earth; Jesus told the Twelve when to do it;
Joseph told Brigham when to do it. Now,
look at it naturally, and you will see that
every man and woman that raise their
hands against this people will be destroyed,
and that without remedy.

Set your heart at rest, then: you need
not be troubled, nor frightened at all; for
as the Lord liveth, and we live, we will
prosper, and we will come off victorious.
[Voices: “Amen.”] You know we have to
stick in an if—if you live your religion, and
will do as you are told, and become like the
clay in the hands of the potter.

Who are you to be subject to? You say
you are willing to be subject to God—to
Jesus Christ. You are willing, if Peter came
along, to listen to him. Well, Peter is here,
John is here, Elias is here, Elijah is here,
Jesus is here, and the Father is here. What!
In person? If not in person, their authority
is here, with all the power that ever was or
ever will be to seal men and women up to
everlasting life—seal them on earth and in
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