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out in the latter days—that is, the head

of the vine that is upon the earth, that

you naturally see; but Joseph was the

head of the vine when he was here, and

he is now, only you cannot see him: then

I am connected to that vine, as one of

brother Brigham's Counselors; and then

the Twelve, the Seventies, High Priests,

and other officers. Now, just look at it.

Why should you not listen to one man

as much as to another connected to that

vine; in case he produces the fruit of that

vine? And they should know whether

that branch is connected to the vine:

they should know whether the fruit is

the same as that produced by the head

of the vine.

When I speak the truth, is it not the

same as though brother Brigham spoke

it? When I tell it as it is in the Lord

Jesus Christ, what is the difference? I

can go into my garden and show you ap-

ple trees there with perhaps a hundred

limbs which have apples on them. You

may taste an apple from the first or head

limb, then of the second, and the third,

and the hundredth; and the fruit tastes

just alike, because it all came from one

tree, and the tree came from the root,

and it is all one thing.

This is the principle; we should be

connected one with the other, every Quo-

rum in its place, and keep organized, and

keep in our places, according to the order

of the Church of the Firstborn.

Are we going to be preserved? Bless

your souls! I have no more fears, if this

people will live their religion, and learn

to be passive like clay in the hands of the

potter, than as though I was in heaven;

for if I was there and rebelled, as Lucifer

did, I should expect to be chastised and

cast out with all those connected with

me.

A great many suppose that when

they get there they will be perfectly

safe. You will, if you keep the com-

mandments of God; but if you cannot

learn to keep the commandments of God

in Great Salt Lake City, how can you

learn to keep them when you have to

flee to the mountains? And if you can-

not keep them here, how do you expect

to keep them in Jackson County?—for we

are as sure to go back there as we exist.

This Church and kingdom will reign

triumphant; and when the United States

take a course to bring us into collision,

they will strive to take away everything

from us that they have given us. What

of it? We will make them the aggres-

sors: they shall be the first men that

shall rebel against God and against this

people; and if we are not the aggres-

sors, and we stand on the defensive, and

they come upon us, and they fall into our

hands, the Lord says, if they repent and

we forgive them, our blessings shall be

doubled unto us; so also for the second

time: but if he comes upon you the third

time, thine enemy is in thine hands; thou

mayest do with him as seemeth thee

good: but if he repent, and you forgive

him the third time, then I will reward

unto you a hundredfold. But don't you

forgive, unless brother Brigham does. If

he says, Give them justice and righteous-

ness, then it will be right.

Now, you need not sit here as judges,

and judge brother Brigham. Good

heaven! How does anyone without any

priesthood look when judging him and

his brethren? He is capable of judging all

things pertaining to this kingdom; for he

has the keys of light and revelation, and

God is with him. I cannot comprehend

him, only in proportion to the measure

of the Spirit bestowed upon me. Can

brother Wells comprehend me? No, he

cannot, nor never can, only as he has the

same measure of the Spirit; and no man

can comprehend his file leader, except he

has the same measure of the Spirit.


