
Let as us be merciful to the brute 
creation.

God bless you, brethren and sisters, and 
multiply you. Peace be with you, and upon 
this people, and upon your children, and 
upon every being on the Lord’s footstool 
that wishes peace to Israel. [Voices: “Amen.”]

The  wor ld  i s  go ing  to  s e ek  to  
destroy us from the earth.  [Voice:  
“They  wi l l  de s t roy  themse lve s . ” ]

They will destroy themselves, as the Lord 
liveth, and the day of their destruction 
has come. [Voices: “Amen.”]The Lord 
God will bring mildew on the nation that 
has afflicted us; for that nation shall take  
it first, and thence it shall go forth to  
every nation, kingdom, government, and 
state, and upon every town that shall lift 
their heels against God and this people. 
Amen.
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It is with much pleasure that I arise, this 
morning, to address you, my brethren and 
sisters; and I hope to have your undivided 
attention, and to share liberally the benefits 
of your prayers.

My object is to enlighten your under-
standings, and to strengthen your faith, 
so far as I may be able. The responsibility 
of a public speaker in this Church is truly 
great, especially when his official standing 
and character are of such a nature as to give 
to his words a weight and an importance 
commensurate with the high position 
which he may be called to occupy.

The husbandman is ever desirous to 
procure the very best qualities and kinds 
of seeds to plant and sow in the earth. 
One principal reason is, he must himself 
eat of the products of the seeds that he 
plants and sows. So, also, the speaker that 
plants certain principles in the hearts of 
his audience must himself eat the fruits

thereof sooner or later; and it should be our 
aim to avoid planting any principle in the 
hearts of our hearers, the fruits of which 
would set our teeth on edge, or shed upon 
us an inglorious reputation. Therefore, the 
fruits of any principle, true or false, incul-
cated by me, will as naturally and as nec-
essarily fall to my lot, as the seeds of any 
grain or plant, when ripe, will fall back into 
the earth, from whence it sprung.

Truth, therefore, is my delight: and if 
I know and understand myself, I have no 
delight in anything else. Truth came from 
God as a precious magnet. It is a part of 
himself, and he who possesses it possesses 
a property that may be attracted, with its 
possessor, to the great source and fountain 
of truth—even to God himself.

True it is that we are here in the  
valleys of the mountains for the word 
of God and for the testimony of Jesus 
Christ; and it is also true that, after
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