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being robbed and plundered of our

worldly fortunes because of the hatred

of an unbelieving world, excited against

us because of our religion, we are exiles

here today, having been denied citizen-

ship in the States from which we came.

Our Prophets have been cruelly mar-

tyred in cold blood, under the plighted

faith of a great State for their protec-

tion from all unlawful molestation. We

have seen how much such promised pro-

tection was worth in the days of Joseph

and Hyrum; and would it be worth any

more now? Rather trust in the God of

Heaven, in these mountains, than in any

such rotten promises that may be made

only to beguile us and deliver us up to

ignominious death.

The woman spoken of by John the

Revelator as being driven or fleeing into

the wilderness, after having brought

forth the man-child, is said to be the

Church by our wise orthodox commenta-

tors upon holy writ. Be it so. The Latter-

Day Saints fled from the face of the ser-

pent monster into this vast wilderness

and desert, and it appears the serpent

cast out a flood of water from his mouth

to destroy the woman. This is highly

figurative language; yet is there anyone

present who can favor us with a better

solution of the matter than the waters or

troops which the United States are now

sending here to destroy us? God grant

that the earth and the heavens also may

help the woman!

Plausible may be the pretenses of

these troops; yet if their real object is not

to persecute every man and woman that

will stand by the Prophets and servants

of God, and uphold them, then I do not

read correctly the manifestations to me.

How far they may be able to carry out

their plans, time will determine.

Once, however, a man put forth his

hand to steady the ark of God. It

reeled to and fro. It was in a cart,

drawn by oxen. Probably it might have

pleased Uzzah better if it had been put

into a stately carriage, drawn by two or

four fine steeds; but he ventured to put

forth his hand to steady the ark of God,

and was smitten of God at once for his

presumptuous interference with the af-

fairs of the great I AM. I suppose there

are seeming irregularities in the affairs

of Utah that Uncle Sam does not like,

and he puts forth his hand in the shape

of an army to right up and steady the ark

of God.

As the Book of Mormon has been

brought to the notice of Congress, by a

quotation from its pages, respecting a

man having but one wife, unless com-

manded of God to have more; and though

such command has been given to the

Latter-day Saints, yet I omit comment

thereon at this time, and proceed to give

another quotation from the same book,

which appears to have a bearing upon

the present aspect of affairs. (Third Eu-

ropean edition, page 28.) The Prophet

Nephi, in vision, saw the vast multitudes

of men upon the face of this land, Amer-

ica, and said that there were save two

churches only. The one is the church of

the Lamb of God, and the other is the

church of the devil; and whoso belongeth

not to the church of the Lamb of God be-

longeth to that great church which is the

mother of abominations and the whore of

all the earth.

"And it came to pass that I looked and

beheld the whore of all the earth, and

she sat upon many waters; and she had

dominion over all the earth, among all

nations, kindreds, tongues, and people.

"And it came to pass that I be-

held the church of the Lamb of God,

and its numbers were few, because of

the wickedness and abominations of the

whore who sat upon many waters; nev-

ertheless, I beheld that the church of

the Lamb, who were the saints of God,

were also upon all the face of the


