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“Pray ye, therefore, that their ears may
be open to your cries, that I may be merci-
ful unto them, that these things may not
come upon them. What I have said unto
you must needs be, that all men may be
left without excuse; That wise men and
rulers may hear and know that which they
have never considered; That I may proceed
to bring to pass my act, my strange act,
and perform my work, my strange work,
that men may discern between the righ-
teous and the wicked, saith your God.”

Did the Saints importune at the feet of
the Judge and of the Governor? Yes, they
did, in all humility and sincerity. What was
the result? About the same as if you were to
importune with the thief and robber to pro-
tect you from abuse and restore to you the
stolen treasure. They heeded not the peti-
tion. Then importunity was made at the feet
of the President, not only in writing, but
also by the Prophet Joseph in person; and
what did this avail? It elicited this answer—
“Your cause is just, but we can do nothing
for you.” Sovereignties must manage their
own affairs. Congress nor the Executive can
interfere. So the President heeded them not.

Now, when will the Lord’s time come
to vex the nations, etc.? It is not for me to
say; yet it would be a time very opportune,
when the nation shall begin to dictate to
an organized State or Territory in matters
of their own internal policy and munici-
pal regulations. When we were in distress
and trouble, the nation had no power to
help us; but when we attempt to help our-
selves and to rid our community of lying
and corrupt men, then the nation can send
her armies against us. Well, be it so. It is all
right, and will hasten the downfall of the
mighty image of Nebuchadnezzar; and the
power that falls upon “this stone” will be
broken, and the stone rejected by the build-
ers will become the head of the corner.

As Joseph Smith has sealed his
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testimony with his blood, his testament is
now of force; and I will quote again from
a revelation given through him, on Fishing
River, Missouri, June 22, 1834—“Therefore
it is expedient in me that mine elders should
wait for a little season, for the redemption of
Zion. For behold, I do not require at their
hands to fight the battles of Zion; for, as I
said in a former commandment, even so will
I fulfil—I will fight your battles.”

Although, here is a great and precious
promise; yet do not suppose that we are
to sit down in idleness or indifference and
share this promise; but remember this
commonsense, homemade scripture, “God
helps those who help themselves.” There-
fore, let us neglect no duty on our part, but
be ready, not only for the powers of this
world and the powers of darkness, but for
the day of judgment and eternal glory in
the mansions of our God.

If armies from the East and from the
West are approaching our Territory, to of-
fer protection and removal to all who wish
it, and to deal out death and ruin to all the
balance, the hand of the Lord is in it. He
will send forth his angels, and gather out of
his kingdom all things that offend and that
do iniquity. He may use any beings that he
has made, or that he pleases, and call them
his angels or messengers. The Devil him-
self is an angel of God, but a fallen one.

Again, the presence of an armed force
will prove to ourselves, to God, and angels,
which we possess the most of—the fear of
God or the fear of man. We are command-
ed to fear not them that can kill the body,
and after that have no more that they can
do; but we are required to fear Him who is
able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
But there is one Scripture which says—
“When the enemy shall come in like a flood,
the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a stan-
dard against him.” He will make the wrath
of man to praise him, and the remainder
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