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hence there is a test for every man to

try him by; and hence the difference be-

tween us and them, and therefore a dif-

ference in regard to our views and po-

sition, which necessarily produce a dif-

ference in our feelings. They think dif-

ferently, they speak differently, they look

upon things in a different point of view to

what we do. They look upon us as being

enthusiastic, foolish, wild, and visionary,

and among the rest as being polluted;

and they would, forsooth, sympathize

with us, some of them, and think we are

in the most dreadful position of any peo-

ple under the face of the heavens—that

we are degraded and fallen. But they

know not the spirit that animates our bo-

soms; they know not the hope that God

has inspired in our hearts; they know

not the things pertaining to the king-

dom of God; they are as ignorant of them

and of their own destiny as the brute

beast which is "made to be taken and de-

stroyed."

It was a very correct figure that the

Apostle made use of formerly, when he

spoke of men being as ignorant as brute

beasts, which were made to be taken

and destroyed. Man, holding a rela-

tionship with things that have been,

with things that are, and with things

that are to come, being an eternal be-

ing, having existed before, existing now,

and destined to exist while endless ages

shall endure—when he understands his

relationship to God, how he is associ-

ated with his progenitors, the position in

which he stands to the Church and king-

dom of God on the earth, the blessing he

is able to seal on his posterity, worlds

without end, and the great things he is

destined to enjoy, if faithful—there is as

much difference between his views and

the world of mankind in general as there

is between midnight darkness and the

light of the sun in its meridian glory.

Men that are in darkness do not un-

derstand why it is that we think as

we do, that we act as we do, that

we endure as we do, that men can be

united as we are, that people will leave

their homes and traverse seas, oceans,

deserts, mountains, plains, and sterile

wastes, in order to meet with a people

so much despised by a great majority of

mankind. They do not knowwhy it is, be-

cause they do not understand the coun-

sels of God. How is it in relation to them?

They have no revelation, no knowledge

of God; and hence they are like the brute

beasts, and know nothing but what they

know naturally, as beasts obtain their

knowledge, &c. They know nothing of

their own position, or of their relation-

ship to God; they know nothing about

their progenitors, of their own destiny in

the future, of what is within their reach

while here on the earth, or how to se-

cure blessings on their posterity; in fact,

they are ignorant of all the great and vi-

tal principles which have a tendency to

animate, enliven, and give vitality and

power to all the acts of the sons of God;

and hence they are like the brute beasts.

You can take an ox, or a hog, and put

it into a stable, and feed it, and it will get

fat there. What for? For the knife. If you

could only give it a little revelation—if

you could only make that ox or hog un-

derstand that it was being prepared to

be killed and eaten, I wonder how fat

you could make it? It is just so with the

world; they are ignorant of their posi-

tion, and they glory in their own shame,

just as much as a hog does in wallowing

in the mire; and they are just as igno-

rant of their destiny. This is the position

of the world, and that is the reason why

you see things as they are—why there

is so much darkness; and I only wonder

there is so much light among them as

there is.

You wonder why men act so much

like fools. I wonder they have as

much intelligence as they have: and the


