IGNORANCE AND LOW CONDITION OF THE WORLD, ETC.

only reason why they have so much is, that
the Spirit of God is not entirely withdrawn
from them.

In regard to principles of science, mecha-
nism, etc., they possess a great deal of infor-
mation; but they do not know that “every
good and perfect gift” proceeds from God,
and they won’t acknowledge it or him; and
hence the little light they enjoy relative to re-
ligious matters, in relation to eternity, to their
present real position and destiny, and to the
things which God has communicated to us.

Is it to be wondered at, then, that men
acting in that way should feel strange and
act strangely? You cannot expect the con-
duct of a gentleman to proceed from a
brute beast; you cannot expect anything
but a grunt from a hog: it is their nature;
and it is the nature of the wicked to act as
they have done and as they are doing; and
if you see animosity, hatred, evil, strife, vi-
cious feelings, bad practices, lasciviousness,
corruption of every grade, and every kind of
abomination prevailing, it is because of their
nature. One of those little hymns composed
by Watts for children describes it right—

“Let dogs delight to bark and bite, for
God hath made them so:

Let bears and lions growl and fight; it is
their nature too.”

Not desirous to retain God in their
knowledge, they have given themselves up
to every kind of evil, and are led captive
by the Devil; and the Scriptures say, “His
servants ye are to whom ye list to obey.”

Now, what is it that enlightens our
minds? We were like them precisely. Is
there any man here who knew anything
about God until it was revealed to him? Is
there a man or woman here who under-
stood even the first principles of the Gospel
of Christ until they were revealed to them?

I have traveled a great deal, and
been in different nations, and I have
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never yet met with a man that did. To
what are we indebted for that knowledge?
To the administration of an angel, which
made manifest the order of God to Joseph
Smith, and he revealed it unto others, to
that we are indebted for the first principles
of the Gospel.

Can you find anybody, anywhere, in any
part of the earth, who professes to teach re-
ligion, that will tell the people to repent of
their sins, be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of them, and re-
ceive the imposition of hands for the gift
of the Holy Ghost? And who dare promise
them that they shall receive it in its power,
as the Apostles did formerly? I cannot. I
have not met with such a people, nor have
you.

I was well versed in the Scriptures my-
self when this Gospel came along, but
I was as ignorant as a brute about these
things, and so is everybody else. I have not
come in contact with a man who under-
stood correct principles in relation to the
principles of the Gospel, or who knew the
way to enter into the kingdom of God.
Who could know it without God reveal-
ing it? And it is to that revelation that we
are indebted for the intelligence we have
received concerning these matters, and to
the spirit of prophecy and revelation that
has been communicated with it.

Brother Kimball said he did not profess
to be a Prophet of God. I bear testimony
that he is a Prophet of God; and why do I
do that? Because I have known many things
that I could relate here, that I heard him
prophesy years ago, that have been fulfilled
to the very letter. And I bear testimony of
it on another ground: any man that has the
testimony of Jesus has the spirit of prophe-
cy; for “the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of
prophecy,” so says the old Bible; and conse-
quently, such a man is a prophet.
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