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Concerning the first principles of the

Gospel, at first they came by revela-

tion; they were communicated to a young

man who did not possess what is termed

worldly wisdom, education, or intelli-

gence; but he came and told it out just

as God told it to him.

Was there anybody that could contro-

vert it? No. It was not because it was

in the Bible that he taught it, but be-

cause God had communicated it to him;

and he went and told the things which

he had received. Did you ever meet

with a man anywhere that could contro-

vert the principles Joseph Smith taught?

Did you ever find a theologian, or priest,

of any description, that could contradict

these things successfully? Did I? I never

did. I have never met with a man un-

der the heavens that could successfully

contradict one principle of it—never; NO

NEVER; and I do not expect ever to be

able to.

Why is it that people cannot contra-

dict it? Because it is the eternal truth

of heaven, and emanated from the great

Eloheim, and is one of those eternal prin-

ciples of truth which God has communi-

cated to the human family; and truth,

like God, is unchangeable, and cannot be

controverted. Darkness flees before it,

and error hides its head wherever it ap-

pears.

It was so in regard to the first princi-

ples of the Gospel, and it has been so in

regard to principles that have been re-

vealed and communicated from time to

time, both by Joseph Smith, by President

Young, by brother Kimball, and by all the

authorities of this Church who have been

inspired by the Holy Ghost.

In relation to the position we now

occupy, the things that were spoken

this morning are as correct, as true,

and as incontrovertible as anything that

could be adduced by any man—I do

not care where he comes from, nor

what may be his intelligence—I do not

care whether he is king, president, po-

tentate, or statesman, of any description,

or what his intellectual qualifications: it

matters not.

The principles that were spoken here

are, in and of themselves, correct; and

I want to speak a little in relation to

some of these things, in order that men

who have not examined them may un-

derstand them more minutely. You be-

lieve the principles because you heard

them, of course; and so do I; so do we

all; and every truth recommends itself

to the minds of the human family; yet,

at the same time, we are not all of us at

all times prepared to judge of the correct-

ness of all these matters.

The things we have heard this morn-

ing might sound to some croakers and

ignoramuses, who have never examined

the subject, and do not understand prin-

ciple, like treason, as though we were in

open rebellion against the United States

and opposed to the Government we are

associated with—as though we were go-

ing to trample down all law, rule, and

order. No such thing. We are the only

people in these United States, at the

present time, who are sustaining them.

I can prove this, and that it is others

who are trampling them under foot, and

not us. Whilst they are committing acts,

themselves, that are treasonable in their

nature, and pursuing a course opposed

to the Constitution and the very genius

of the institutions of the United States,

they want to lay the sin at our doors that

they themselves are guilty of.

Would I, as a citizen of the United

States, come out in rebellion against the

United States, and act contrary to my

conscience? Verily no. Would brother

Young? Verily no. Would brother Kim-

ball, or brother Wells? Verily no.

Are they not true patriots—true

Americans? Do they not feel the


