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fire of '76 burning in their bosoms? As-

suredly they do. Would they do a thing

that is wrong? No; and they will also see

that others do not do it. That is the feel-

ing, the spirit, and principle that actuate

them.

There are thousands of you who are

Americans, who have been born in this

land, whose fathers fought for the liber-

ties we used to enjoy, but have not en-

joyed for some years past. There are

thousands of such men here who feel the

same spirit that used to burn in their fa-

thers' bosoms—the spirit of liberty and

equal rights—the spirit of according to

every man that which belongs to him,

and of robbing no man of his rights.

Your fathers and grandfathers have

met the tyrant when he sought to put

a yoke on your necks; as men and true

patriots, they came forward and fought

for their rights and in defense of that lib-

erty which we, their children, ought to

enjoy. You feel the same spirit that in-

spired them; the same blood that coursed

in their veins flows in yours; you feel true

patriotism and a strong attachment to

the Constitution and institutions bought

by the blood of your fathers, and be-

queathed to you by them as your richest

patrimony.

There are others of you that have

taken the oath of allegiance to the

United States; and some of you, not

understanding correct principles, may,

perhaps, feel qualms of conscience, and

think, probably, that if we undertake

to resist the powers that are seeking to

make aggression upon us, we are doing

wrong. No such thing. You let your con-

science sleep at ease; let it be quiet: it is

not us who are doing wrong; it is others

who are committing a wrong upon us.

What was the case in Missouri?

Let me draw your attention briefly to

some of the circumstances that have

transpired in our history as a people.

Whom did we interfere with in the

State of Missouri? Did we rebel against

the United States, or against the State

in which we lived? Verily no; and I am at

the defiance of that State and Congress,

with all the world at their backs, to prove

that we did rebel in one iota. Did they

give unto us the protection of American

citizens? They did not; and they per-

jured themselves in not doing it. They

perjured themselves before God and all

honest men.

Whom did we rebel against in Illi-

nois?

Let me mention one circumstance in

the State of Missouri. How much land

did we purchase there from the United

States, and pay for, which they promised

to warrant and defend us in the pos-

session of? Did they protect us in the

right they guaranteed unto us? No; they

allowed us to be robbed and plundered

with impunity. And how many suffered

death in consequence of their reckless-

ness, carelessness, and barefaced iniq-

uity? Thousands. I have seen their

condition when many thousands were

driven from their lands and homes, were

persecuted, harassed, and driven like

felons without redress, robbed, plun-

dered, imprisoned, and put to death; and

thousands of men, women, and children

wandered houseless and homeless exiles

in their own land, and fugitives flying

from the rage of a lawless rabble, in-

furiated banditti, and bloodthirsty mis-

creants and murderers. I saw then a

whole people robbed and disfranchised,

and this too in the middle of winter. Did

the State authorities yield us any re-

dress? No. They were foremost in the

mob. Did the United States? No.

Many of my brethren around me also

witnessed these things, and know the

misery, destitution, and death caused

by those bloodhounds, when they first

fled to Nauvoo, resting where the

mud was knee deep—the only posi-

tion they could get—with three or


