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four little sticks put up, and a counterpane
thrown over them, and there left to die.

Brother Wells was in Nauvoo at the
time. After the excitement was over, there
was not enough of well folks to wait on the
sick.

I was off on a mission to England at this
time, and all my family were sick; and my
son George, who has been away and re-
turned with me, being quite a little boy,
not able to draw water, and nobody in the
house able to get it, had to go and wait at
the well, with a little bucket, for some-
body to come and draw him a little water
to carry home to the sick, to quench the
parching tongue and allay the raging fever
occasioned by these Missouri demons.

Brother Brigham, brother Kimball,
George A. Smith, and the Twelve here, and
everybody, almost, was down sick; and in
this condition, feeble, faint, and half dead,
they started off on a mission, because we
were commanded to go. We went to ful-
fil the word of the Lord. Did the United
States step forward and yield us any re-
dress? Noj; but they stood there, and were
willing to see us imposed upon and robbed
of our property and rights; and we have ob-
tained no redress for it to the present day.

Who are the transgressors? Are we?
Martin Van Buren, the then President of
the United States, acknowledged the injus-
tice done to us when he said, “Your cause
is just, but we can do nothing for you.”
And we endured it.

We stayed in Illinois, lived there as
peaceable citizens, and had a city charter,
and under its protection improved our
city, and had in a short time, by our en-
ergy, industry, and enterprise, built one of
the best cities in the western country, and
had one of the most peaceable societies
that existed anywhere, without exception.

The first thing they did to aggra-
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vate us was to rob us of our city charter;
and this very Judge Douglas, of whom we
have heard so much as being our friend,
was one of the first movers for its repeal.
The first time I ever met with him was in
an hotel in Springfield, Illinois, the time
they were trying Joseph Smith before
Judge Pope. He told me then that they had
a right to do it, and that the Judges had
decided so. I said, I did not know anything
about the Judges.

I did not know who he was at the time,
and it would not have made much differ-
ence if [ had. I told him, It is no matter
to me what the Judges decided about char-
ters; the Legislature had given us our char-
ter for perpetual succession; and for them
to take away a charter with these provisions
proved them either to be knaves or fools.

They were knaves if they did it know-
ingly, to give what they knew they had not
power to do; and if they did not know it,
they were fools for giving us a thing they
had not power to give. Did they do it? Yes.
And that State robbed us of the rights of
freemen; and the only chance we had then,
when they sent their scamps and rogues
among us, was to have a whittling society
and whittle them out. We could not get
them out according to law, and we had to
do it according to justice; and there was no
law against whittling—so we whittled the
scoundrels out.

I remember that one of the legislators
who had annulled our charter, named Dr.
Charles, went to President Young, and says
he, “Mr. Young, I am very much imposed
upon by the people around here; there
are a lot of boys following me with long
knives, and they are whittling after me
wherever I go; my life is in danger.”

Brother Young replied, “I am very
sorry you are imposed upon by the
people: we used to have laws here,
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