
prepared once or twice, and came pretty 
near being presented to Congress; but that 
was not done.

Now, they go to work and send out an 
army with sealed orders, and, if necessary, 
are prepared to commit anything that the 
Devil may suggest to them; for they are 
under his influence. They wish now to 
steal the Republicans’ thunder, to take the 
wind out of their sails, and to out-Herod 
Herod.

Say they, “We, who profess to be the 
friends of the ‘Mormons,’ and support free 
institutions, squatter sovereignty, and equal 
rights, will do more to the ‘Mormons’ than 
you dare do; and we will procure offices by 
that means, and save our parties;” and, as 
Pilate and Herod could be made friends 
over the death of Jesus, so they go to work 
and plan our sacrifice and destruction, and 
make up friends on the back of it. They 
would crucify Jesus Christ, if he were here, 
as quick as the Scribes and Pharisees did in 
his day, and the priests would help them.

President Young says they shall not 
come here and destroy us; and I say, Amen. 
[The congregation shouted, “Amen.”]

I have not quoted a great deal of 
Scripture today, but I will quote some. 
It says there was the opening of the “first 
seal;” so we will open this seal for them. 
We will declare their orders—a thing they 
have not manhood to do. They are too 
sneaking and underhanded, and have not 
manliness enough to declare their mind to 
a handful of people—the poor, pusillani-
mous curses. We dare do it; and I thank 
God, that I live among a people that dare; 
for I do despise this sneaking, miserable, 
cowardly tribe, that are obliged to act un-
derhanded in all their ways. Why? For fear 
of something to come. We dare declare our 
intentions, and risk the consequences.

Now, I want to touch upon a principle 
which I spoke about awhile ago. We have 
submitted to their sending officers here; 
that is all right enough, if we have a mind 
to. We are citizens of the United States, 
and profess to support the Constitution of 
the United States; and wherein that binds 
us, we are bound; wherein it does not, we 
are not bound.

They have sent Judge after Judge, and 
many times we have been without them: 
their loss, however, was not felt. They have 
sent their officers, and we have treated them 
well; and for the good treatment we have 
received curses, bitterness, wrath, lying, and 
destruction in return. They have sought to 
destroy our reputation—to rob us of our 
rights. They have sought to injure us in ev-
ery possible way that men could be injured, 
as patriots, Christians, and moral men. They 
have lied about us in every conceivable way.

We have borne it and borne it over and 
over again. Are we bound to bear it for-
ever? That is the question that necessarily 
arises. Are we bound to suffer their abuse 
and oppression continually? And if we are, 
upon what principle? If there is any man 
in this congregation, or anywhere else, 
that will show me one principle or one 
piece of instruction or authority in the 
Constitution of the United States that au-
thorizes the President of the United States 
to send out Governors and Judges to this 
Territory, I would like to see it.

I cannot find such authority. I will 
admit that a usage of that kind has ob-
tained—that it is quite customary for the 
President of the United States, by and 
with the consent of the Senate, to appoint 
Governors, Judges, Marshals, Secretaries 
of State, and all of those officers that you  
have had here. But it is a thing that is not 
authorized by the Constitution—much  
less to force them upon us by an armed

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES154

JOD Vol 5-LIVE.indd   154JOD Vol 5-LIVE.indd   154 5/13/20   8:52 PM5/13/20   8:52 PM


