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upon smooth subjects, and so on, accord-
ing to the nature of the case that comes
before me.

You all acknowledge brother Brigham
as the President of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints; then you ac-
knowledge him as our Leader, Prophet,
Seer, and Revelator; and then you ac-
knowledge him in every capacity that
pertains to his calling, both in Church
and State, do you not? [Voices: "Yes."]
Well, he is our Governor. What is Gov-
ernor? One who presides or governs.
Well, now, we have declared, in a legisla-
tive capacity, that we will not have poor,
rotten-hearted curses come and rule over
us, such as some they have been accus-
tomed to send. We drafted a memorial,
and the Council and the House of Repre-
sentatives signed it, and we sent to them
the names of men of our own choice—
as many as from five to eight men for
each office—men from our own midst,
out of whom to appoint officers for this
Territory. We sent that number for the
President of the United States to make
a selection from, and asked him to give
us men of our own choice, in accordance
with the rights constitutionally guaran-
teed to all American citizens. We just
told them right up and down, that if they
sent any more such miserable curses as
some they had sent were, we would send
them home; and that is one reason why
an army, or rather a mob, is on the way
here, as reported. You did not know the
reason before, did you?

Well, we did that in a legisla-
tive capacity; we did it as members
of the Legislature—as your representa-
tives; and now you have got to back us
up. You sent us, just as we sent brother
Bernhisel to seek for our rights and to
stand in our defense at Washington.

Well, here is brother Brigham: he
is the man of our own choice; he
is our Governor, in the capacity of a

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

Territory, and also as Saints of the Most
High.

Well, it is reported that they have an-
other Governor on the way now, three
Judges, a District Attorney, a Marshal, a
Postmaster, and Secretary, and that they
are coming here with twenty-five hun-
dred men. The United States design to
force those officers upon us by the point
of the bayonet.

Is not that a funny thing? You may
think that I am cross, but I am laughing
at their calamity, and I will "mock when
their fear cometh."

Now, gentlemen and ladies, you look
at these things, and then right in this
book, the Bible. It says, our nobles
shall be of ourselves; that is, our Lords,
our Judges, our Governors, our Mar-
shals, and our everything shall be of our-
selves. Won't you read the 30th chapter
of Jeremiah?

18. Thus saith the Lord; Behold, I
will bring again the captivity of Jacob's
tents, and have mercy on his dwelling-
places; and the city shall be builded upon
her own heap, and the palace shall re-
main after the manner thereof.

19. And out of them shall proceed
thanksgiving and the voice of them that
make merry: and I will multiply them,
and they shall not be few; I will also glo-
rify them, and they shall not be small.

20. Their children also shall be as
aforetime, and their congregation shall
be established before me, and I will pun-
ish all them that oppress them.

21. And their nobles shall be of them-
selves, and their governor shall proceed
from the midst of them; and I will cause
him to draw near, and he shall approach
unto me: for who is this that engaged
his heart to approach unto me? saith the
Lord.

22. And ye shall be my people, and I
will be your God.

23. Behold, the whirlwind of the
Lord goeth forth with fury, a con-



