CORRECTION, ETC.

men and ladies—Can you live your reli-
gion, except you do as you are told? I have
said, again and again, that if we live our
religion, and do as we are told, those men
will never come over those mountains; for
we shall slay the poor devils before they get
there.

I do not know of any religion, except
doing as I am told; and if you do, you
have learned something that I have never
learned. You have a Governor here to dic-
tate you and to tell you what to do; and if
we will live our religion, we are always safe,
are we not?

There are a great many that will not live
their religion, for they think they belong to
the aristocracy; but understand, gentlemen
and ladies, that I withdraw from that soci-
ety. I told you last Sunday, that of all the
corrupt beings upon the face of the earth,
the present aristocracy are the worst.

I am a pretty rugged fellow, and valiant
for the truth; and may the Lord make ev-
erybody like me, that we may stand against
our enemies; for the corruptest devils on
the earth are the present aristocracy.

Let us go to work and lay up our grain,
lay up wheat, and everything that will and
can be preserved; and in so doing, we will
save ourselves from sorrow, pain, and an-
guish; and the Lord will give us a law and
a word for us to abide, and he will cut off
our enemies; and if every man and woman
will go to work, lay up their grain, and do
as they are told, the Lord will hold off our
enemies from us, until we can lay up suf-
ficient store for ourselves. This is a part
of our religion—to lay up stores and pro-
vide for ourselves and for the surrounding
country; for the day is near when they will
come by thousands and by millions, with
their fineries, to get a little bread. That
time is right by our door.

Brother Stewart says he has dis-

JOD Vol 5-LIVE.indd 163

163

covered that this work is five years ahead
of what he had supposed. Let me tell you
that this people are more than ten years
ahead of what they supposed. They were all
asleep; but the Lord has waked them up, to
prepare them for a time of trial and famine.
If you do not see it, and feel it, and taste
it, and smell it, it will be because God will
have mercy upon you; and he will, if you
will do as you are told from this time forth.

Do I feel comfortable? Gentlemen and
ladies, I never saw the day that I felt any
better. I become weary with toil, but I feel
well in regard to this work. But there is a
spirit of calmness, of peace, that I am jeal-
ous of.

I never have seen the day for twenty-five
years, but before there was a storm there
was always a calm. In Kirtland, before the
trouble commenced, there was this calm.
Joseph and Hyrum were men that would
stand the test, but finally they had to flee
from Kirtland to Missouri. Well, previous
to that, we had received our endowments,
and a more calm, heavenly, and prosperous
time I never saw.

Was it so in Missouri? Yes, it was: after
they became settled, they became com-
posed; and the year of the trouble we never
had such crops in the world as we had then.

Was it not so in Nauvoo? Yes; and the
spirit of composure rested upon the people;
and it is more or less so now; and such crops
as we have this year never were produced.

What does this mean? And the spirit of
composure seems to be upon the people
more than ever. And what does this mean?
I am rather inclined to be jealous of it. Say
I, wake up, ye Saints of Zion, while it is
called today, lest trouble and sorrow come
upon you, as a thief in the night.

Suppose it is not coming, will it
hurt you to lay up the products of
the earth for seven years? Will it hurt

5/13/20 8:52 PM



