TRADITION, ETC.

to the wicked that it could not be over-
thrown; but it only wakes them up to
anger and stirs them up to be more dili-
gent in their opposition to the righteous.
They have been trying to break up this
people and destroy their organization,
ever since we became a church; and ev-
ery time they try, their oppression forces
us into greater note; they increase our
numbers and strengthen us in faith and
in the knowledge and power of God. And
how long must they live before they can
learn that such has been and invari-
ably will be the result? They will learn
it when they get into hell, and never
before—never till they get into the spirit
world; and then they will see that they
have all the time been fighting against
God; and never till then will they learn
it. You cannot teach them anything.

Here are men who have been with us
for six or seven years, and if they had any
good, common philosophical power, they
would know that ours is something dif-
ferent from any other authority and or-
ganization in the world. The union and
peace that are here are in no other place
on the face of the earth. Here are power
and influence that are nowhere else on
earth. Among this people there is an
intelligence that is nowhere else to be
found. Can darkness discover light? No;
and even when it reflects itself, they turn
it away as a trifling affair, and that light
which was in them becomes darkness;
and then greater is their darkness in the
second instance than in the first.

Some of this people apostatize. But
do you think that any would aposta-
tize from the kingdom of God, if they
knew that it was the kingdom of God?
No. Why do they apostatize? Be-
cause, through disobedience, that lit-
tle light they were in possession of is
taken away, and they are left to be-
lieve a lie that they may be damned.
That is the reason why they go away.
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I say to this people, Do as you are
told; and if you live by every righteous
principle that you can learn and forsake
every evil principle and act through your
whole lives as becometh Saints of the
Most High, all will be well. Can men live
so that they can have the serene, blessed,
calm, soft, soothing Spirit of the Lord al-
ways to abide with them? Yes, they can.
And if they are tempted, they can resist
temptation. Can women? They can. If
they have temptation, they can resist it,
and it will flee from them, and they will
gain a victory.

So live, day by day, that your lives
will be like an even spun thread. Let
there be no lying, no backbiting, no evil,
but let the whole life of every man and
woman tend to good. Then, when they
have their failings, they will forgive each
other, and will find the words of the Sav-
ior to be true, that his Spirit will be in
them as a well of living water springing
up into everlasting life. Will they become
prophets? Yes, and prophetesses. Let
them honor their religion until they pass
the ordeal, and they will reach the time
when the Lord will never suffer them to
fall. There will be a time when the foun-
tain of life is within them; then they are
prophets and prophetesses, and tell the
truth all the time. They walk no more in
darkness, but in the light; and that is the
privilege of every man and woman.

Thank heaven that bickerings and
contentions are lessening every year
among this people. Suppose that we all
most strictly lived our religion, would
there be a hard word in this community?
There would not. Do you understand
that? Never accuse a man or a woman of
evil, until you find out the cause. Never
judge by the outward appearance, but
judge righteous judgment. And if per-
sons who are striving to do good should
happen to commit an overt act, and



