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hooks in their jaws and turns them about

at His pleasure. God is here; the Holy

Ghost is here and rests upon this peo-

ple, and I am a witness to it. I know

that the Holy Ghost dwells in the hearts

of this people; and the world are afraid

of the union that exists upon this peo-

ple. They were afraid of that in the days

of Joseph, and it has been their fear all

the time. You might take a Democrat,

a Republican, a ranting Methodist, and

old, stiffnecked, ranting Presbyterian;

and when they came to consider Joseph

Smith and the Saints, they saw that they

were one in faith, and it scared them

all. They would say, "We are Methodists,

Baptists, and Presbyterians, but we are

of different politics; in our churches may

be found all kinds of politics, but you,

Joseph Smith, alter men's politics; you

change them and make them all one."

Brethren and sisters, do not be an-

gry with them, for they are in the

hands of God. Instead of feeling a

spirit to punish them, or anything

like wrath, you live your religion; and

you will see the day when you will

pray God to turn away from your eyes

the sight of their afflictions.

There are thousands and millions in

the United States, and in the world,

whose hearts are like an aspen leaf be-

cause of this little handful of people in

Utah. Pity them; for they know not

whom they are fighting against; they

know not their destiny.

This army that is reported to be com-

ing to this place know no more about you

and me than you know about the interior

of China: they go because they are sent.

If they knew our real character, the sol-

diers themselves would turn round and

tell their officers to go to hell; they would

take a stampede, and if their officers

urged them to come and fight this peo-

ple, they would turn round upon them or

tell them to do it themselves.

Now, do not feel angry. Are not they

to be pitied? Yes. Are you to be pitied?

Yes, if you forsake God, or your religion.

The Saints need to be pitied for nothing

but for forsaking their religion. Be care-

ful that you do not get darkness into your

minds.

May God bless you. Amen.
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I feel very much pleased at the ar-

rival of our brethren that take mis-

sions. I know how to sympathize

with them. There are a great many

young Elders that are taking mis-

sions now. Twenty years ago, I

was laboring in England; I baptized

brother G. D. Watt, twenty years ago last

month (July), in 1837. That was the first

foreignmission that was taken by the El-

ders of this Church.

At that time it was almost im-

possible to realize what we now see


