THE RIGHTS OF MORMONISM.

blessings, richness, power, and glory; he
has put us in possession of the principles
of eternal life; and he has established his
kingdom upon the earth, and we are the
legitimate heirs and inheritors of this
kingdom. He has established his Priest-
hood, revealed his authority, his govern-
ment, and his laws; and the grand rea-
son why there is union and power here,
and nowhere else, is because it emanated
from God.

When we talk over those other things,
we are under a lesser law, that we can
any of us keep and that we have kept.
We are not rebelling against the United
States, neither are we resisting the Con-
stitution of the United States; but it is
wicked and corrupt usurpers that are
oppressing us and that would take our
rights from us.

To speak of our rights as citizens of
the kingdom of God, we then speak of
another law, we then move in a more ex-
alted sphere; and it is of these things we
have a right to speak.

God has established his kingdom; he
has rolled back that cloud that has over-
spread the moral horizon of the world;
he has opened the heavens, revealed the
fulness of the Everlasting Gospel, orga-
nized his kingdom according to the pat-
tern that exists in the heavens; and he
has placed certain keys, powers, and or-
acles in our midst; and we are the peo-
ple of God; we are his government. The
Priesthood upon the earth is the legiti-
mate government of God, whether in the
heavens or on the earth.

Some people ask, "What is Priest-
hood?" I answer, "It is the legitimate rule
of God, whether in the heavens or on
the earth;" and it is the only legitimate
power that has a right to rule upon the
earth; and when the will of God is done
on earth as it is in the heavens, no other
power will bear rule.

Then, if we look at it in this point
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of view, we are standing in a peculiar po-
sition; we are standing here as the rep-
resentatives of God, and the only true
representatives he has upon the earth;
for there is not another power or govern-
ment upon the earth that acknowledges
God for their ruler, or head, but this:
there is not another.

Why did we come here? We came
here because the people drove us, and
because the Lord would have us come
here; for it was necessary we should
come into our secret places, and hide our-
selves till the indignation of the Lord be
overpast—until the Lord has shaken our
enemies by the nape of the neck, as it
were, until nations and empires are over-
thrown. We came to serve our God, to
a place where we could more fully keep
his commandments—where we could ful-
fil his behests upon the earth. This is the
reason why we came here.

Well, then, if we are the only people
that God acknowledges as a nation, have
not we a right to the privileges which we
enjoy? Who owns the gold, the silver, and
the cattle upon a thousand hills? God.
Who, then, has a right to appoint rulers?
None but him, or the man that he ap-
points.

Who has ruled the earth? Who has
borne sway? Man, who, by the power of
the sword, has got possession of thrones,
powers, and dominions, and has waded
through seas of blood.

You read history, and what is it? A
history of the depopulation of the na-
tions, brought on by the overthrow of em-
pires, and through the tyranny and am-
bition of wicked men, who have waded
through seas of blood in order to possess
themselves of that power which they now
enjoy.

If we go to the United States and
enquire into their rights, we may ask,
have they a right to drive back the
Indians, from time to time, and dis-
possess them of their rights? So
long as they purchased of them it was



