
188 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

well enough; but when they forced them

into a swap, just as the Indians did with

some of the traders back here, and made

them trade on their own terms, that is

something which they have no right to

do; and, to use the language of one of the

Indian Chiefs, "They have not left room

for us to spread our blanket." Have they

purchased this Territory of them? No—

nor made any arrangements to do so; but

they have taken possession of it.

What authority has the President of

the United States, or the Representa-

tives of the several States? They have

no authority but what the people give

them, according to the institutions of the

United States.

What authority had England over

this land before they came here and took

possession? None.

By what right, then, do nations and

governments rule generally? Do they

rule by the grace of God? I will tell you.

They rule by the power of the sword.

Read the history of England, France,

Germany, Spain, Portugal, and other na-

tions, and you will find they obtain their

authority by their swords; and then,

when they have obtained, they go to

work and sanctify it; they appoint and

anoint kings by the grace of God and

through the agency of their priests. That

is the way they get their authority, and

that is all the authority they have.

When the Pope was going to put the

crown upon the head of Napoleon, he

said, "Here, let me put that on; I won

it myself." But they generally want the

priests to put it on.

You may go into any court in the

world and say, "Thus saith the Lord,"

and they will kick you out. Try it and

see.

[Voices: "You have tried it."]

No man can go and say, "Thus

saith the Lord" amongst them; for

they would put a straightjacket on

him, if he was a respectable man; if he

was not, they would kick him out. Such

is the feeling of the people and the condi-

tion of the world, and yet they profess to

worship God that rules on high.

Where does God rule on earth? Is

he listened to in any nation? Is there

any that will acknowledge him and his

authority? I will tell you the nearest

that I ever saw of it. It was Nicholas of

Russia: he was an autocrat, you know.

Some years ago, when they had the

cholera very bad there, a feeling pre-

vailed among the inhabitants that the

wells had been poisoned: a mob arose,

and they were going to kill many; but

Nicholas went in amongst them and

said, "My children, this is not so; this is

the hand of God. Let us fall on our knees,

and acknowledge our sins, and ask him

to forgive us."

That is the nearest to acknowledging

God that I have heard of among the na-

tions; but as to their authority, it is not

there. Their emperors and rulers have

been the most beastly in their conduct

and oppressive in their acts of any other

nations that rule under heaven.

Now, where can you find a nation that

acknowledges God? They are very reli-

gious. Why, the Queen of England is said

to be "Defender of the Faith." Then it is

not the faith of the Church of America—

it is not the faith of the Church of France,

nor of Germany, nor anywhere else, ex-

cept the Church of England. Where did

she get her right from? She is the de-

scendant of a line of kings.

Henry the Eighth, some time since,

wrote a book against the Protestants,

and the Pope gave him the title of

"Defender of the Faith," which faith

he afterwards sought to destroy, re-

belled against the Pope, and started

the Reformation, because the Pope

would not allow him to divorce his

wife. Hence the Protestant kings


