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his own proper person, in his resurrected

body, and minister to the people in Amer-

ica in ancient times. He had surely

risen from the dead and ascended into

heaven, and did come down on the Amer-

ican continent, in the land Bountiful, on

the northern part of South America, and

did minister to the remnants of Joseph,

called the Nephites, and did show his

resurrected body unto them.

They did handle him, see him, and

examine the wounds that were pierced in

his hands, his side, and his feet; and they

bathed them with their tears and kissed

them, and thousands of them did bear

record of these facts. He did deliver to

them his Gospel in its fulness and plain-

ness, in the presence of thousands, and

did command them to write it in a book;

and he promised that that book should

come to light in latter days, in time for

the great restoration of all Israel, and

the fulfillment of the prophecies relating

to the great work of the last days.

I was made to realize this and to

bring it home to my faith, my senses, and

my knowledge, with a warmth, love, and

assurance that I could scarcely contain

for I had either studied and seen him in

my reflections, or I had heard his voice

whispering to me. Do you not think that

I rejoice?

As before stated, I fulfilledmy two ap-

pointments; crowds heard me and were

interested, and solicited me to make

more appointments. I told them that I

would not—that I had a duty to perform

for myself. I bid them farewell, and re-

turned to Hyrum Smith, who took me

to a place, about twenty-five miles off,

in Seneca County, New York. He there

introduced me to the three witnesses

whose names appear at the beginning of

the Book of Mormon, also to the eight

witnesses. I conversed with Oliver Cow-

dery, one of the three witnesses, and on

the next day we repaired to Seneca Lake,

there I was baptized by Oliver Cow-

dery, then the second Apostle in this

Church, and a man who had received

the ministration of an angel, as you can

learn by reading his testimony.

After being baptized, I was confirmed

in a little meeting during the same day,

was full of the Holy Ghost, and was or-

dained an Elder. This transpired on the

1st day of September, 1830; and from

that day to this, I have endeavored to

magnify my calling and to honor the

Priesthood which God has given me, by

testifying to both small and great of the

things that he has revealed in these last

days.

I have testified and do still testify

of the truth of the Book of Mormon—

that it is an inspired record, the his-

tory of a branch of the house of Israel

that live in America; that it does con-

tain the fulness of the Gospel as re-

vealed to them by a crucified and risen

Redeemer; and that wherever it goes

and its light is permitted to shine, the

Spirit of the Lord will bear testimony

of its truth to every honest heart in all

the world. Wherever that book is can-

didly perused, the Spirit will bear record

of its truth: and I bear this testimony

this day, that Joseph Smith was and is a

Prophet, Seer, and Revelator—an Apos-

tle holding the keys of this last dispen-

sation and of the kingdom of God, un-

der Peter, James, and John. And not

only that he was a Prophet and Apos-

tle of Jesus Christ, and lived and died

one, but that he now lives in the spirit

world, and holds those same keys to

usward and to this whole generation.

Also that he will hold those keys to all

eternity; and no power in heaven or on

the earth will ever take them from him;

for he will continue holding those keys

through all eternity, and will stand—yes,

again in the flesh upon this earth, as

the head of the Latter-day Saints under

Jesus Christ, and under Peter, James,

and John. He will hold the keys to


