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claiming this Gospel and bearing testi-

mony of these things, I shall think my-

self highly privileged and honored. And

when the Spirit of God is upon me, I

think it matters but very little what I

suffer, what I sacrifice—whether I secure

the honor or dishonor of men, or where I

die, if it so be that I can keep the faith,

fight the good fight, and finish my course

with joy.

I have all eternity beforeme, in which

to enjoy myself; and though I am a

stranger and a pilgrim on this earth, and

whether I be rich or poor, or live long or

short, I shall yet plant gardens and eat

the fruit of them, plant vineyards and

drink the wine thereof, build houses and

inhabit them, and, as one of the elect of

God, shall long enjoy the works of my

hands. All this shall I do, though worms

eat the body that I now have.

There are many who consider the

times to be hard, and the sufferings to be

endured so great that they feel to with-

draw from this people. Some say they

have no faith in the Book of Mormon.

A word for those. I do not believe that

they have read that book; or, if they have,

I do not believe that they have read it

humbly, attentively, prayerfully, and un-

der a good influence. I do not think they

were counted honest, or that they had a

heart that had place for the Spirit of God.

If they were at all acquainted with that

influence, or had it in them, they would

not only believe it, but they would know

that it was true. They would not only

know and acknowledge it by the Holy

Ghost, but they would know it naturally,

just as we know that a man is a Prophet,

when the thing which he predicts comes

to pass.

Twenty-six years ago, that book

was published in English, and within

those years have been progressively

fulfilled many plain and definite pre-

dictions that are therein recorded, inso-

much that a professed infidel, one who

had not before believed in Jesus Christ

nor in the Bible, may easily comprehend

that the things predicted in the Book of

Mormon, many of them, have demon-

strated themselves by their plain, lit-

eral, simple fulfillment. I will mention

one thing among a thousand. When that

book was printed in English, an ancient

prophecy in it stated that it should come

to the knowledge of the Gentiles in the

latter day, at a time when the blood of

the Saints would cry from the ground be-

cause of secret murders, and the works

of darkness, and wicked combinations.

And not only the blood of Saints, but the

blood of husbands and fathers should cry

from the ground for vengeance on the

workers of iniquity, and the cries of wid-

ows and orphans would come up before

God, against those that committed those

crimes.

When that book was translated by

Joseph Smith, and published in English,

we were living in a constitutional Gov-

ernment, the laws of which guaranteed

liberty of conscience to every man in his

religious belief. It was at a time when no

man had been seriously injured because

of his belief; and it was as incredible

and unlooked for that a Saint would be

slain for his religion as that the Govern-

ment would be broken up; and nobody

believed that it would be broken up; for

the principles of truth had ruled, guar-

anteeing liberty and protection to all par-

ties. No man had been persecuted to

death for his religion, under the effectual

working of that Constitution. Hence, I

want those persons who have not faith in

the Book of Mormon to tell how Joseph

Smith could think of such things; and if

the ancient Prophet did not foretell those

things, Joseph Smith did.

How came he to tell that the peo-

ple of his father's house would suffer?


