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or that husbands and fathers, widows

and orphans would send up their cry for

vengeance on the wicked of our day? You

that do not believe in the Book of Mor-

mon, I want you should account for that

prediction. It is plain and simple. I read

it in 1830, and no man had then suffered

a violent death for his religion in this

generation in our nation.

Now, then, imagine yourselves living

in the United States twenty-eight years

ago, and causing to be printed such a

production as the Book of Mormon, and

I want to know how you would know

of any such thing as is there predicted?

I say there was no probability that it

would be fulfilled, but yet I say that it

has been very remarkably fulfilled, so

that every public minister and officer

knows that it has been fulfilled, and that

the Union is trembling and being threat-

ened, and our right to law and protection

being questioned.

The blood of innocence cries for

vengeance, because its enemies have not

administered justice. They have not car-

ried out the constitutional guarantees,

but have suffered innocent blood to flow.

They have not administered justice nor

law in the case, but have allowed whole-

sale murderers to run at large in Mis-

souri and Illinois. And many of the peo-

ple and of their rulers have consented to

the shedding of that innocent blood, and

the result is that the cries of widows and

orphans ascend to God. I wish those who

do not believe the Book of Mormon to tell

me by what power or foreknowledge that

prediction was published in 1830.

I used to read an epistle which

stated that if the Gentiles should re-

ject the fulness of the Gospel con-

tained in the Book of Mormon, and

become filled with all manner of iniq-

uity and murders, priestcraft, whore-

doms, and lying, the Lord would

take the fulness of his Gospel from

among them, and send it into the midst

of the remnant of Israel. What have we

been doing these ten years past? Ten

years ago, a good portion of this people

lived in the old settled States, and they

were in so many places that a man had

to dodge or hide up somewhere, to keep

from hearing the fulness of the Gospel.

It was preached in their cities, at their

capital, in their villages, in town and

in country, in the groves and in their

courthouses; and thousands upon thou-

sands in the United States flocked to

hear the fulness of the Gospel, which was

preached everywhere.

How is it now? With the exception

of a few, who are on missions or busi-

ness there, a man might travel from

Maine to Louisiana, and scarcely have a

chance to hear the fulness of the Gospel;

and if he wished to hear the Gospel, he

would have to come here. Thus we see

the literal fulfillment of that prediction.

I read it in 1830, and used to wonder

how it would be fulfilled. But notwith-

standing the jealousy that existed in the

United States in regard to this people,

the Book of Mormon was so common and

preached so extensively, that some of

them, right in their wickedness, Herod-

like, happened to discover the prediction

in regard to the fulness of the Gospel's

coming to the remnants of Joseph, and

happened to understand it in part.

So Herod, in his wickedness, when he

heard of the rejoicing of the Jews and

that their Messiah was born, when the

wise men read the prophecies to him, be-

lieved those prophecies and tried to hin-

der their fulfillment. For that purpose he

issued an order to murder all the young

children of Bethlehem of two years old

and under. He must have believed the

prophecy, or he would never have under-

taken to hinder its fulfillment.

In like manner, the people in the


