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or that husbands and fathers, widows and
orphans would send up their cry for ven-
geance on the wicked of our day? You that
do not believe in the Book of Mormon, I
want you should account for that predic-
tion. It is plain and simple. I read it in
1830, and no man had then suffered a vio-
lent death for his religion in this genera-
tion in our nation.

Now, then, imagine yourselves living in
the United States twenty-eight years ago,
and causing to be printed such a produc-
tion as the Book of Mormon, and I want
to know how you would know of any such
thing as is there predicted? I say there was
no probability that it would be fulfilled,
but yet I say that it has been very remark-
ably fulfilled, so that every public minister
and officer knows that it has been fulfilled,
and that the Union is trembling and being
threatened, and our right to law and pro-
tection being questioned.

The blood of innocence cries for ven-
geance, because its enemies have not admin-
istered justice. They have not carried out the
constitutional guarantees, but have suffered
innocent blood to flow. They have not ad-
ministered justice nor law in the case, but
have allowed wholesale murderers to run at
large in Missouri and Illinois. And many of
the people and of their rulers have consented
to the shedding of that innocent blood, and
the result is that the cries of widows and or-
phans ascend to God. I wish those who do
not believe the Book of Mormon to tell me
by what power or foreknowledge that pre-
diction was published in 1830.

I used to read an epistle which stated
that if the Gentiles should reject the ful-
ness of the Gospel contained in the Book
of Mormon, and become filled with all
manner of iniquity and murders, priest-
craft, whoredoms, and lying, the Lord
would take the fulness of his Gospel from
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among them, and send it into the midst of
the remnant of Israel. What have we been
doing these ten years past? Ten years ago, a
good portion of this people lived in the old
settled States, and they were in so many
places that a man had to dodge or hide
up somewhere, to keep from hearing the
fulness of the Gospel. It was preached in
their cities, at their capital, in their villages,
in town and in country, in the groves and
in their courthouses; and thousands upon
thousands in the United States flocked to
hear the fulness of the Gospel, which was
preached everywhere.

How is it now? With the exception of
a few, who are on missions or business
there, a man might travel from Maine to
Louisiana, and scarcely have a chance to
hear the fulness of the Gospel; and if he
wished to hear the Gospel, he would have
to come here. Thus we see the literal fulfill-
ment of that prediction. I read it in 1830,
and used to wonder how it would be ful-
filled. But notwithstanding the jealousy
that existed in the United States in regard
to this people, the Book of Mormon was
so common and preached so extensively,
that some of them, right in their wicked-
ness, Herod-like, happened to discover the
prediction in regard to the fulness of the
Gospel’s coming to the remnants of Joseph,
and happened to understand it in part.

So Herod, in his wickedness, when he
heard of the rejoicing of the Jews and that
their Messiah was born, when the wise
men read the prophecies to him, believed
those prophecies and tried to hinder their
fulfillment. For that purpose he issued an
order to murder all the young children of
Bethlehem of two years old and under. He
must have believed the prophecy, or he
would never have undertaken to hinder its
fulfillment.

In like manner, the people in the
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