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United States were afraid that "Mor-

monism" was true, and in their sins

they partly believed it; wherefore the

proclamations for murders and for ban-

ishment, for mobbings and plunderings,

with a view to hinder its accomplish-

ing what was predicted it would, and

to prevent the fulfillment of prophecy.

Were you to ask them the reason for all

this, their truthful reply must be, "We

were afraid that the 'Mormons' would

fulfil a prediction of the Prophets, and

carry the Gospel to the remnants of

Joseph." They considered that, Herod-

like, to be treasonable. Some have won-

dered that a king's being born in Bethle-

hem should be treason, not understand-

ing that the kingdom of God meant an

eternal kingdom. And in speaking of the

United States and "Mormonism," they

said, "If the fulness of the Gospel should

be preached to the remnants of Joseph,

it would be awful," and tried to prevent

its being so, but failed in the attempt.

Myself, Elder Oliver Cowdery, and

others crossed the Missouri line, into

what is now called Kansas, and preached

the Gospel to the Delaware Indians. We

presented them with the Book of Mor-

mon, and left a copy or two with those

that could read it and interpret to oth-

ers. At that time "Mormonism" had

not been heard of any further west of

Ohio than we carried the news, and

lyings and misrepresentations concern-

ing it had not preceded us. But there

were sectarian missionaries on the fron-

tiers, Methodists, Baptists, &c., striving

to gain a foothold among Indians; and

they all joined against us. Such was the

envy and jealousy of the spirit in them,

they knew not why, that we were ordered

out of the Indian country, on penalty of

having the Militia take us out.

In Missouri the Saints were watched

like thieves, and, when we became

more and more known among the

people, were mobbed and plundered

again and again, till eventually we were

driven into Illinois.

At those times, I used to wonder how

that prophecy would be fulfilled, con-

tained in the Book of Mormon, which

reads, "If the Gentiles reject the fulness

of my Gospel, and are full of all man-

ner of evil and wickedness, I will bring

the fulness of my Gospel out from among

them, and will establish it in the midst of

the remnants of Joseph." I watched it for

years, looking for it to be fulfilled, and

marveled. But we were again mobbed,

and they continued to mob us for eight or

ten years, thus helping us to fulfil that

very prophecy. They were made the in-

struments to annoy us, till we could have

no peace without leaving them and com-

ing out here into the wilderness.

We loved home so well, and our

houses, and temples, and farms, that we

would not willingly leave and accomplish

the work laid upon us; therefore we were

made to be willing—made to do what

we were pleaded with to do before. You

know that an ancient Prophet said, "My

people shall be willing in the day of my

power." Here we are; and just as sure

as the things in the Book of Mormon

have been progressively fulfilling until

now, and as sure as all the powers of the

Saints and of their enemies have tended

to that point, just so sure will every re-

maining item be fulfilled in its time and

in its place.

Again, the man that believes "Mor-

monism," believes in the gathering of

the people of God and in the keys of

the Priesthood and Apostleship, and that

through those keys the people are to be

built up, preserved, sanctified, and pre-

pared for the coming of the Lord. Let

me ask many that have been gathered

through the instrumentality of those

keys, do you believe that to scatter again

is disobeying them? No, many of you do

not.


