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I can say amen to what was said this

forenoon by brothers Spencer and Grant,

and also by brother Brigham; for it is

true: and I presume there was not a

Saint in the congregation but what real-

ized the truth of their sayings.

I am satisfied that it is the good

pleasure of our God that a reformation

should take place in the hearts of all Is-

rael. I do not believe that there is any

man or woman here so good but what

they can be a little better. There are good

people; there are those that we call the

best. My feelings and exertions for this

people and for all the house of Israel are,

and have been to the end, that we may

be all of that class which we denominate

the best.

The spirit of reformation has been

upon me all the while; but for the last six

months that spirit has in a more partic-

ular manner moved upon the Presidency

of this Church, and they have cried unto

you as with the voice of an earthquake,

and commanded you to repent and for-

sake your follies. Their voice has been

like the voice of thunder unto this peo-

ple, calling upon them to repent and turn

unto the Lord their God.

But what is the use of persons be-

ing baptized until they first confess and

forsake their sins, and make restitution

where they have injured anyone? If per-

sons have lied, it is their duty to repent

and retract their false statements, and

confess their lies. If any have stolen, it

is for them to repent and steal no more;

also to restore fourfold, where it is re-

quired. I have my doubts whether a man

or woman can be saved upon any other

principle; for this was the doctrine of Je-

sus, the Son of God, and it is the doctrine

taught in these latter days.

Where sins have been committed,

there must be an atonementmade to sat-

isfy the demands of justice; and when

justice is satisfied, mercy claims the sub-

ject. Have these requirements been com-

plied with by this people? Many of

you have broken your covenants and lost

that spirit to a great extent, that you

might and ought to enjoy; for you ought

to be in favor with God continually, that

you might have the power of his Spirit to

be with you.

Brother Brigham is not responsible

for this people any further than they will

follow his counsel. When they observe

his counsel, doing just as he says in all

things, then he is responsible. The only

way that you can make him responsible

is by observing his sayings in the most

strict manner possible. Am I responsible

for the acts of my wife or wives? Only

on condition that they are subject to my

counsels. You can readily understand

that their disobedience releases me from

responsibility for their conduct.

When brother Brigham predicts

that certain things will happen if the

people persist in a certain course,

that prediction will be fulfilled, ex-

cept the people make a retraction and

an atonement sufficient to satisfy the

demands of justice; for that is what


