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it for? It is a principle that God has re-

vealed for the salvation of the human

family. He revealed it to Joseph the

Prophet in this our dispensation; and

that which he revealed he designs to

have carried out by his people.

What a joy it would be to me if my

family were in such a state of mind that

an angel would come and tell me, "On

such a day I will meet with you, and your

wives, and your children, if youwill sanc-

tify yourselves." Would not that be a joy

and a consolation to me? Do I disbelieve

such visitations? No, no more than I dis-

believe that an angel came to Joseph and

Oliver, to Abraham of old, and to many

others.

Let us take a course that will be

pleasing to our Father, and lay aside

our follies and our sins, and obtain fa-

vor with our God, that his angels may

come and associate with us. They would

do so now, if you would believe and prac-

tice that which is laid before you day by

day. And if you will strictly follow the

leaders of this people, you never would

want for clothing, nor for any of the com-

forts of life; for if it must needs be that

we be protected and delivered from our

enemies, God would cause a famine to

scourge them, and would rain manna

down from heaven to sustain us, as he

did to the children of Israel. But he never

will do that, until it is necessary to our

salvation and deliverance.

Now, there is no necessity for such a

display of his power, neither will there

be, until we are brought into the midst

of certain trials, as Joseph Smith and his

brethren were, about twenty-two years

ago. I refer to the time when he and some

of his brethren went up to Missouri;

and those who went up then believed

"Mormonism" in their hearts. There

were two hundred and five who volun-

teered to go and redeem their brethren.

And how was it in those days, when we

were in that strait? Hosts of the people

in Missouri were up in arms against us,

both behind and before us, on our right

and on our left. How did God defend us

then? He sent a hailstorm fierce enough

to stop their progress. The hailstones

were so large that they cut their horses'

bridles, broke their gunstocks, and cut

holes in their hats: the storm had such

an effect upon them that they would not

any longer pursue us. The waters of the

river rose forty feet in one night, and the

whole region was flooded. In that way

the Lord defended us, when we were a

small company, and when he knew that

we should be overcome, if he did not

stretch forth his hand for our benefit.

Let us arise, every man and every

woman, and lay off our sins; and wherein

you know that you have sinned, repent

and ask forgiveness, and then cease sin-

ning from this time henceforth and for-

ever. Many murmur and are disaf-

fected, after being privileged with the

great blessing of deliverance from the

oppression of the world. Many who

have been gathered by the P. E. Fund

murmur against those who have gath-

ered them. When you become disaf-

fected with brother Brigham and brother

Heber, what is your course? You will as-

sociate with those poor murmuring dev-

ils whose hearts are as corrupt as hell it-

self, and thereby partake of their spirit;

and it is a spirit that suits you: it is

one of your own kind and your own class.

Now, you know that you are more apt to

sympathize with the ungodly than you

ought to be, and that you are too apt

to think that brother Brigham, brother

Heber, and brother Jedediah are rather

hard upon such characters. We are only

hard upon sin and ungodliness.

Do not be baptized and then take

an unrighteous course, but repent of

and forsake all sin. I have nothing


