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RETURN OF THOMAS B. MARSH TO THE CHURCH

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, DELIVERED IN THE BOWERY,
GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 1857
Recorded by G. D. Watt, J. V. Long

Brother Thomas B. Marsh, formerly the
President of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles, has now come to us, after an ab-
sence of nearly nineteen years. He is on the
stand today, and wishes to make a few re-
marks to the congregation.

You will comprehend the purport of
the remarks he wishes to make, by my re-
lating a part of his conversation with me
yesterday. He came into my office and
wished to know whether I could be recon-
ciled to him, and whether there could be
a reconciliation between himself and the
Church of the living God. He reflected for
a moment and said, I am reconciled to the
Church, but I want to know whether the
Church can be reconciled to me.

He is here, and I want him to say
what he may wish to. [Brother Marsh
then arose, and the President continued.]
Brethren and sisters, I now introduce to
you brother Thomas B. Marsh. When the
Quorum of the Twelve was first organized,
he was appointed to be their President.

REMARKS BY THOMAS B. MARSH

I do not know that I can make all this
vast congregation hear and understand
me. My voice never was very strong, but
it has been very much weakened of late
years by the afflicting rod of Jehovah. He
loved me too much to let me go without
whipping. I have seen the hand of the
Lord in the chastisement which I have
received. I have seen and known that
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it has proved he loved me; for if he had not
cared anything about me, he would not
have taken me by the arm and given me
such a shaking.

If there are any among this people who
should ever apostatize and do as I have
done, prepare your backs for a good whip-
ping, if you are such as the Lord loves. But
if you will take my advice, you will stand
by the authorities; but if you go away and
the Lord loves you as much as he did me,
he will whip you back again.

Many have said to me, “How is it that
a man like you, who understood so much
of the revelations of God as recorded in the
Book of Doctrine and Covenants, should
fall away?” I told them not to feel too se-
cure, but to take heed lest they also should
fall; for I had no scruples in my mind as to
the possibility of men falling away.

I can say, in reference to the Quorum
of the Twelve, to which I belonged, that I
did not consider myself a whit behind any
of them, and I suppose that others had the
same opinion; but, let no one feel too se-
cure: for, before you think of it, your steps
will slide. You will not then think nor feel
for a moment as you did before you lost
the Spirit of Christ; for when men aposta-
tize, they are left to grovel in the dark.

I have sought diligently to know
the Spirit of Christ since I turned my
face Zionward, and I believe I have
obtained it. I have frequently wanted
to know how my apostasy began, and
I have come to the conclusion that I
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