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to be true to my God; for I know too much

of human weakness: but I pray God to

preserve me from falling away—to pre-

serve me in the truth. I depend not upon

myself; for I know too much of human

weakness and of myself, to indulge in

such remarks.

I derive strength from a superior

source. I have been drinking from that

source for many years; and, as I told you

last Sabbath, I have been trying to be a

disciple of Jesus Christ. And, if we are

faithful, we will all be counted worthy to

be his disciples. God bless you! Amen.
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I can say, brethren, as far as I am

concerned, that I have no particular

anxiety about the final issue of "Mor-

monism." But if I have any trouble about

the matter, it is about a great many

limbs or vines connected to that vine.

Probably you understand what I mean

when I am talking about vines and trees.

I speak about these things because I

most humbly desire to touch upon sim-

ple principles—that is, the most simple

figures, that the most simple person in

this congregation may understand me.

I am not troubled about the learned

few—those that have learned right, and

are taught of the Lord: I have no trou-

ble about their understanding; for chil-

dren may understand the things that I

present, and any man that is taught di-

rectly from God will understand; he will

understand the most simple things, and

he will understand the greatest things;

for the greatest things are the simplest

things. Do you not know it?

There are thousands of men in the

house of Israel, and among the El-

ders of Israel, that are now consid-

ered to be small men, and not of

much account, that will supersede, even-

tually, thousands of men who may now

think that they are the smartest. That

may be queer to you; it may be singu-

lar to many; but I have known of a great

many instances of that kind.

When we go into a fruit orchard or

vineyard, we find the husbandman, as

he is called, who has charge of it; and I

have myself seen very inferior trees that

never brought forth any fruit. A great

many men would come along and say to

the husbandman, "Why don't you take

up that tree? It never will be of any

account." Those men do not understand,

as the husbandman does, or they never

would make such a speech.

Is there a way to restore that tree,

and to make it one of the most thrifty

trees in all the vineyard? Yes, there is.

Well, what course will you take to do

that? Take the old stock away and put

a thrifty graft into the root, and then it

becomes one of the most thrifty trees in

the vineyard, because the young stock

renews the old, and the old becomes a

good tree.

So it is with you, many of you: yes,

thousands of you will become mighty


