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heard that the President of the United

States had so unjustly ordered troops

here; and then I said, when my for-

mer expression came to my mind, In the

name of Israel's God, we ask no odds of

them.

I do not often get angry; but when I

do, I am righteously angry; and the bo-

som of the Almighty burns with anger

towards those scoundrels; and they shall

be consumed, in the name of Israel's

God. We have borne enough of their op-

pression and hellish abuse, and we will

not bear any more of it; for there is no

just law requiring further forbearance

on our part. And I am not going to

have troops here to protect the priests

and a hellish rabble in efforts to drive

us from the land we possess; for the

Lord does not want us to be driven, and

has said, "If you will assert your rights,

and keep my commandments, you shall

never again be brought into bondage by

your enemies."

The officer in command of the United

States' army, on its way to Utah, de-

tailed one of his staff, Captain Van Vliet,

who is now on the stand, to come here

and learn whether he could procure the

necessary supplies for the army. Many

of you are already aware of this, and

some of you have been previously ac-

quainted with the Captain. Captain

Van Vliet visited us in Winter Quar-

ters (now Florence); and, if I remem-

ber correctly, he was then officiating as

Assistant-Quartermaster. He is again in

our midst in the capacity of Assistant-

Quartermaster. From the day of his visit

to Winter Quarters, many of this people

have become personally acquainted with

him, both through casual intercourse

with and working for him. He has invari-

ably treated them kindly, as he would a

Baptist, a Methodist, or any other per-

son; for that is his character. He has

always been found to be free and frank,

and to be a man that wishes to do right;

and no doubt he would deal out justice

to all, if he had the power. Many of you

have labored for him, and found him to

be a kind, good man; and I understand

that he has much influence in the army,

through his kind treatment to the sol-

diers. He treats them as human beings,

while there are those who treat them

worse than brute beasts.

Well, the enquiry is, "What is the

news? What is the conclusion?" It is

this—We have to trust in God. I am not

in the least concerned as to the result,

if we put our trust in God. The admin-

istrators of our Government have issued

orders for marching troops and expend-

ing much treasure, and all predicated

upon falsehoods, while every honorable

man would have first made an economi-

cal and peaceful enquiry into the circum-

stances. And even now, every honorable

man would use all his influence to avert

the present unjust and entirely ground-

less movement against us; but Captains,

Majors, Colonels, and other subordinate

officers have not the power. Wicked per-

sons, solely for the accomplishment of

their unhallowed schemes, have had the

power to array the Government against

us, through their lying and misrepre-

sentation; but citizens, unorganized into

cliques and parties, no matter how good

their intentions and wishes, have not

the power to avert the blow when the

Administration of our Government is

arrayed against us, unless they will

also unite against the few well-organized

scoundrels who are plundering our trea-

sury and fast urging our country to dis-

solution. We have got to protect our-

selves by the strength of our God. Do

not be concerned in the least with re-

gard to all the affairs that are before you;

for we shall live and grow finely, as said

a certain woman, who weighed but two

pounds when an infant, and was put in

a quart cup. Upon being asked whether


