
righteous anger. The Lord does not suffer 
wicked anger to be in his heart; but there 
is anger in his bosom, and he will hold a 
controversy with the nations, and will sift 
them, and no power can stay his hand.

The Government of our country will go 
by the board through its own corruptions, 
and no power can save it. If we can avert the 
blow for another season, it is probable that 
our enemies will have enough to attend to 
at home, without worrying the Latter-day 
Saints. Have faith, and all will be well with 
us. I would like this people to have faith 
enough to turn away their enemies. I have 
prayed fervently about this matter; for it has 
been said that the troops would come: but 
I have said that, if my faith will prevent it, 
they shall not come. If God will turn them 
whithersoever he will, so that they do not 
come here, I shall be perfectly satisfied. But 
another man steps up, and says to the one 
that prays for our enemies to be turned 
away, “Brother, you are a coward; damn 
them, let them come, for I want fight to 
them.” Herein you perceive a conflict in our 
faith; and that should not be. If there was 
a perfect union of our faith, our enemies 
could never cross the Rocky Mountains; or, 
if they undertook to come some other way, 
they never could cross the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains, nor the Basin Rim, on our 
north, nor the deserts at the south. But, says 
one, “I want to fight.” Do all such persons 
know that they are not right? If they will ex-
amine their hearts, they will find a wicked 
anger and a malice there; and they cannot 
get into the kingdom of God with those 
feelings.

Learn to control yourselves; learn to be 
in the hands of God as clay in the hands of 
the potter; and if he will turn our enemies 
away, praised be his name. But if it should 
become a duty to take the sword, let us do it

manfully and in the strength of Israel’s God. 
Then “one will chase a thousand, and two 
will put ten thousand to flight.” The day 
will be in which a man will go out and say to 
an army of a hundred thousand men, “Do 
thus, and so, or we are upon you;” and they 
will hear the rumbling of chariots and the 
rushing of troops, as in the days of Elijah.

You recollect of a Prophet’s telling what 
bread and meal should be sold for in a 
straitened city the following day. The en-
emy thought that there were millions of 
the Israelites after them, for they heard the 
rolling of chariot wheels, the clashing of ar-
mor, and the trampling of horses, and they 
fled. The Prophet had told the king that he 
would be trodden to death in the gate, and 
he was; and a measure of meal was sold in 
the city for a penny, in fulfillment of the 
word of the Lord. The doctrines of salva-
tion are the same now as they were in the 
days of Adam, or Elijah, or Jesus, when he 
was upon the earth.

While brother Taylor was speaking of 
the sectarian world, it occurred to my mind 
that the wicked do not know any more than 
the dumb brutes, comparatively speaking; 
but it is our business to hunt up and gather 
out all the honest portion of the nations of 
the earth, and give them salvation. We may 
very properly say that the sectarian world 
do not know anything correctly, so far as 
pertains to salvation. Ask them where heav-
en is? Where they are going to when they 
die? Where Paradise is? And there is not a 
priest in the world that can answer your 
questions. Ask them what kind of a being 
our Heavenly Father is, and they cannot tell 
you so much as Balaam’s ass told him. They 
are more ignorant than children.

We have the knowledge of those 
th ings ;  and  we  have  the  g rea t e s t  
reason to be thankful of any people  
upon the face of the earth. If others
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