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ought to do right, we more. Be full of

love and compassion to your fellow be-

ings, full of kindness, such as human be-

ings can possess, for that is our business.

The only business that we have on hand

is to build up the kingdom of God and

prepare the way of the Son of Man.

If you do your duty in this respect,

you need not be afraid of mobs, nor of

forces sent out in violation of the very ge-

nius of our free institutions, holding you

till mobs kill you. Mobs? Yes; for where

is there the least particle of authority,

either in our Constitution or laws, for

sending troops here, or even for appoint-

ing civil officers contrary to the volun-

tary consent of the governed? We came

here without any help from our enemies,

and we intend to stay as long as we

please.

They say that their army is legal,

and I say that such a statement is as

false as hell, and that they are as rot-

ten as an old pumpkin that has been

frozen seven times and then melted in a

harvest sun. Come on with your thou-

sands of illegally-ordered troops, and I

will promise you, in the name of Israel's

God, that you shall melt away as the

snow before a July sun.

There is one thing that I want, for

the satisfaction of Captain Van Vliet.

One of our old senators, Stephen A.

Douglas, recently said before his con-

stituents in Illinois, that nine-tenths of

our people were aliens. We have a

larger proportion of foreigners in this

city than in any other part of the Ter-

ritory, and there are a good many here

today who have just come in from the

Plains. I want those who are native

born and naturalized American citizens

to raise their right hands. [Over two-

thirds of the congregation raised their

hands.] You who have not yet received

your naturalization papers will please

manifest it in the same way. [Less than a

third of the congregation raised their

hands.] Now, Captain, you can see for

yourself that over two-thirds of this con-

gregation are either native born or natu-

ralized American citizens.

I have called this vote that Captain

Van Vliet may be able to do as he al-

ways does—speak the truth boldly, and

tell them of it next winter in Washing-

ton; and that he can, if he sees Senator

Douglas in Washington, tell him that his

statement was false, for he has seen for

himself.

If it were any use, I would ask

whether there is ONE person in this con-

gregation who wants to go to the United

States; but I know that I should not find

any. But I will pledge myself that if there

is a man, woman, or child that wants to

go back to the States, if they will pay

their debts, and not steal anything, they

can go; and if they are poor and honest,

we will help them to go. That has been

my well-known position all the time.

Brother Taylor has said that he ban-

tered the United States for a trade, and

promised them that if they would send

all to Utah that wanted to come, we

would send all to the States that wanted

to go. We would get our thousands to

their one, if they would make that trade.

But no—they must keep on lying, howl-

ing, and trying to oppress and kill the in-

nocent.

When some went away last spring, I

told them to go in peace, and they did

so. What are they doing now? Many of

them are struggling to get back, and the

rest are wishing that they had never left

here. It is a kind of dear business to apo-

statize every year. I would rather stick

to the old ship Zion.

When I was written to in Nau-

voo by the President of the United

States, through another person, enquir-

ing, "Where are you going, Mr. Young?"

I replied that I did not know where

we should land. We had men in


