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real, actual treason is committed in

Washington, by the administrators of

our Government sending an army to

take the lives of innocent citizens. Ev-

ery man is allowed by the Constitution to

have what religion he pleases and to pro-

fess what religion he pleases. That lib-

erty is guaranteed by the Constitution;

"but you, 'Mormons,' an army must be

sent against you, because you are Latter-

day Saints." Yes, an armymust be sent to

drive us from the earth.

There is high treason in Washington;

and if the law was carried out, it would

hang up many of them. And the very act

of James K. Polk in taking five hundred

of our men, while we were making our

way out of the country under an agree-

ment forced upon us, would have hung

him between the heavens and the earth,

if the laws had been faithfully executed.

And now, if they can send a force against

this people, we have every constitutional

and legal right to send them to hell, and

we calculate to send them there.

When I get over being angry, I may

preach something else; but the past trav-

els and sufferings of this people through

mobocracy are before me.

I am not speaking of the Government,

but of the corrupt administrators of the

Government. They make me think of a

sign in New York, upon which was let-

tered, "All manner of twisting and turn-

ing done here." It is just so in Washing-

ton City; they can twist and turn in any

and every way, to suit their hellish ap-

petites.

Were I an officer sent to Utah

for the purpose of aiding the unhal-

lowed oppression of the innocent (and

in this connection I disclaim all per-

sonalities), I would know the facts in

the case before I would make any hos-

tile move; and sooner than side with

tyranny and murder, I would resign

my commission, and say, "Take it and

stick it in your boot, and go to hell, and

I will go my way." And I would rather

go and raise my own potatoes for my

wives and children than to hold office un-

der such a set of administrators and bow

down to their wicked designs; though, if

I were of the world, I should probably do

as the rest do.

I have already told you that the main

cause of an army being now sent here

is a political scheme for the purpose of

getting money out of the United States'

treasury. Politicians and traders com-

bine to lay plans, no matter how devilish,

for getting their hands into the treasury

of the United States, that they may have

money with which to sow corruption and

gratify their debauched natures.

Some men do not realize what they

are doing. I said, a few weeks ago,

that the deeds of some men are out of

sight. Our merchants here have fanned

the flame, and what for? To peddle off

my blood and yours for gold and silver.

Although that design may have been out

of their sight, yet such is the case; but

they will not make money by the oper-

ation. Should the crisis come, they will

find themselves in poor pasture, with

nothing but greasewood and sage to feed

upon. It will not do for them to sell

us for money; for we are worth more

than the Methodist society was sold for

in Canada, where they were sold at three

cents a head.

I am aware that you will want to

know what will be the result of the

present movement against us. "Mor-

monism" will take an almighty stride

into influence and power, while our en-

emies will sink and become weaker and

weaker, and be no more; and I know it

just as well now as I shall five years

hence. The Lord Almighty wants a name

and a character; and he will show our en-

emies that he is God, and that he has set

to his hand again to gather Israel, and to


