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try our faith and integrity. And he is
saying, "Now, you, my children, dare you
take a step to promote righteousness, in
direct and open opposition to the popular
feelings of all the wicked in your Govern-
ment? If you do, I will fight your battles."

Our enemies had better count the
cost; for if they continue the job, they will
want to let it out to subcontractors, be-
fore they get half through with it. If they
persist in sending troops here, I want the
people in the west and in the east to un-
derstand that it will not be safe for them
to cross the Plains.

It has cost the Government hundreds
of thousands of dollars more for the In-
dians in other territories than it has in
this; and I have saved the Government
hundreds of thousands of dollars, by
keeping the Indians peaceable in Utah.
Hundreds of miles have the Indians trav-
eled to see me, to know whether they
might use up the emigrants, saying—
"They have killed many of us; and they
damn you and damn us, and shall we
stand it?" I have always told them to hold
on, to stop shedding blood, and to live in
peace. But I have been told that the first
company of packers that went through
here this season, on their way from Cal-
ifornia to the States, shot at every In-
dian they saw between Carson Valley
and Box Elder; and what has been the
result? Probably scores of persons have
been killed; animals have been taken
from nearly all the emigrants that have
passed on that road; and the Indians in
that region have now more stock than
they know how to take care of; and they
come into settlements with their pock-
ets full of gold. The whites first com-
menced on the Indians; and now, if they
do not quit such conduct, they must stop
traveling through this country; for it is
more than I can do to keep the Indians
still under such outrageous treatment.

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

The people do not realize what they
have done by driving us into the midst of
the Lamanites. They prevented Joseph
from associating with the Indians; but
they, through their ignorance, thought
that we were going to Vancouver's Is-
land, or on the borders of the Pacific; but
lo they have driven us into the midst of
the Lamanites. These Lamanites begin
to have a knowledge of their forefathers,
and they are cultivating the earth. Here
were the most degraded classes of Indi-
ans to be found; but now there is not a
tribe so enlightened, nor one that has so
good a knowledge of its real position and
standing before the Lord as have some of
these Utah Indians. It is now very dif-
ferent with them to what it was when
we first came here. It is now becoming
a universal practice with them to pun-
ish the guilty, and not the innocent: they
have been taught that from the time we
first came here. Talk with them, and you
will learn that they have a good deal of
knowledge. They must be saved, for they
are the children of Abraham.

The Lord in his mercy has suffered
our enemies to do that which we could
not have accomplished for many years;
and, let a war commence, and there is
no knowing where we shall next land
in Jackson County, Missouri. They will
learn that "Mormonism" is a living crea-
ture.

All the world have to learn that the
Lord is God, and that he is the God of his
children. He will protect his anointed,;
he will defend his own family; and all
we have to do is to do his will; and every
man, woman, and child ought to seek to
learn the will of God and do it. When
that is the case, we need not fear all
earth and hell. Do not offend God by not
doing as he wants you to.

May the Lord God bless you, brethren
and sisters. Amen.



