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Methodism, Presbyterianism, Dunkerism,
Shakerism, Catholicism, Quakerism, and
every other ism that you could think of;
but there was none that had the ancient
Gospel—no, not one.

I was, however, well acquainted with
theology. I consider that if ever I lost any
time in my life, it was while studying the
Christian theology. Sectarian theology is
the greatest tomfoolery in the world.

There are certain principles in reason
which are unalterable. Two and two made
four 1,800 years ago, and they still make the
same. Two parallel lines never would meet:
they will not now. A Gospel that was true
1,800 years ago could not be false now. If
they, then, have the same Bible, and profess
to have the same Spirit, and to be educated
men, why do they not see alike? If there are
any of whom we have spoken possessed of
good common sense, it would lead them to
union, and not to discord; for the scriptures
tell us, there is “One Lord, one faith, one
baptism, and one God, who is above all, in
you all, and through you all.”

We used to quarrel with one another,
when we were among the sectarians, about
our peculiar doctrines. One was a broth-
er Methodist, and another was a brother
Presbyterian; and we used to fall out about
which was right—whether the doctrine of
free will or of fate was right; for we did not
know which was right—though both were
right, if we had understood them. There
was also much wrangling as to whether in-
fants that died went to hell or not. Some
sent them to heaven, and some to hell,
where they were to be pitched up with
pitchforks, and stung with scorpions, and
wasted there everlastingly.

This is the doctrine of the Catholic
Church. I have got a book at home
that I obtained in France, which rep-
resents sinners falling into a tremen-
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dous fire; and there are dragons, scorpions,
serpents, and every kind of reptile search-
ing like fiends for their prey. Naked sinners
are depicted falling into devouring flames,
and a great dragon with open mouth,
forked tongue, and horrid teeth, ready to
receive them. If they should miss it, there
are scorpions, and serpents, and devils,
with three-pronged pitchforks, waiting a
little below, that they may get the sinners
and give them a good roasting.

You are here, a conglomeration from
all the different churches. The day when
you came into this Church was the time
when you showed your honesty. What!
Are there honest-hearted Methodists and
Presbyterians? Yes. And honest Baptists?
Yes. Persons have been brought into this
Church of all those different kinds of faith,
and you are actually all one.

[President B. Young: “That scares the
world.”]

Yes, as President Young says, that scares
the world. Why are they not one? Because
they have not the Gospel as it existed in its
purity.

Peter preached it, Jesus, and James, John,
and Paul preached it, and the Apostles and
Elders preached it on this continent; for the
Gospel in the Book of Mormon and the
Gospel in the Bible both agree: the doctrines
in both books are one. The historical part
differs only: the one gives the history of an
Asiatic, the other of an American people.

Stephens and Catherwood, after examin-
ing the ruins that were found at Guatemala,
in Central America, and gazing upon mag-
nificent ruins, moldering temples, stately
edifices, rich sculpture, elegant statuary, and
all the traces of a highly cultivated and civi-
lized people, said—“Here are the works of a
great and mighty people that have inhabited
these ruins; but now they are no more: his-
tory is silent on the subject, and no man can
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