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without God. There are others who go be-
cause they are fools. Now, when the Lord
qualified the Apostles to go forth and
preach the Gospel, he endowed them with
wisdom and inspired them from on high,
and they spake as the Holy Ghost gave
them utterance; and the word that they
spake was not the word of man, but the
word of God, dictated by the Spirit of God,
pointing out to the people the way of life.

Why was it necessary for those Apostles
to tarry at Jerusalem? They had an impor-
tant mission to perform; their testimony
was going to seal the doom of nations.
Their message was, “He that believeth and
is baptized shall be saved, and he that be-
lieveth not shall be damned.”

Could the Methodists, Baptists, or
Presbyterians say this? No. No one professes
to say that their word will seal the doom of
nations, among modern Christians.

Those men, however, who stayed at
Jerusalem till they were endowed with
power from on high, made this profession.
They assembled in an upper room, and the
Spirit of the Lord God rested upon them,
and they spoke as the Spirit gave them ut-
terance. There were no Methodists, or
Presbyterians, or Baptists there.

As soon as it was noised abroad, the
multitude came together, and some said,
“Why, these men are drunk: we have got
a lot of drunken scamps here—the follow-
ers of Jesus of Nazareth.” But Peter said,
“O no, this is not the case; it is but the
third hour of the day.” The Jews never got
drunk before nine o’clock in the morning;
so that was a sufficient argument.

Peter said, “These men are not drunk as
ye suppose; but this is what was spoken by
the Prophet Joel—“And it shall come to
pass in the last days, saith God, that I will
pour out my Spirit upon all flesh: and your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
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and your young men shall see visions, and
your old men shall dream dreams: And on
my servants and on my handmaidens I will
pour out in those days of my Spirit; and
they shall prophesy.” (Acts ii.) This is not
drunkenness, but it is the power of God
beginning to be made manifest: these are
the servants of the living God, the Apostles
of the Lord, set apart to preach the prin-
ciples of eternal truth to the nations of the
earth; and they are speaking as the Spirit
gives them utterance.”

The Apostles began to tell them about
Jesus, that he was the Son of God, that
they had rejected him, crucified, and slain
him. They testified that he was not an im-
postor, as the people had supposed, but
that he was the Messiah.

When they heard these things, they
were pricked to the heart, and cried out,
“Men and brethren, what shall we do?”

You have heard this kind of cry in those
revival meetings among the sectarians:
people would get convinced and under
a sort of contraction of mind, and they
would want to know what they should do
to be saved.

Now, here was a lot of people gathered
from all parts of the surrounding country,
speaking different languages; and Peter was
preaching to them to believe, repent, and
be baptized: and while reasoning upon the
crucifixion of Jesus Christ, they cried out,
“What shall we do?” Did he tell them to go
to the anxious seat to be prayed for? No, he
did not know anything about such a seat:
the Devil had not yet invented it. Did he
tell them to go and put their names into
a classbook, and that they would receive
them on probation, and then, if they were
worthy, they would be received as mem-
bers? No: this is something in advance of
Peter’s time; it is something of Christian
civilization.
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