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that character; and if there are any of that
character present, I will say to them, If you
feel disposed to persist in your wickedness,
you shall see sorrow, while the virtuous
and the honest shall increase in blessings;
their crops, their stock, and all that they
have shall increase. There is no blessing
that can be withheld from a righteous man
or a righteous woman: the heavens cannot
withhold its blessings; but all the blessings
of the heavens and of the earth are theirs,
because they are heirs.

We are to become heirs of God and
joint heirs with Jesus Christ. What bless-
ings are to be withheld from Jesus Christ?
There is no blessing pertaining to this earth
but what belongs to Jesus: then there is
no blessing that will be withheld from the
faithful.

Brethren and sisters, we are heirs with
him to the estate of his Father, just as
much as two sons and one daughter and
their faithful children are legal heirs to a fa-
ther’s estate. When a father dies and makes
his will, he wills that property to them that
are faithful to him; and so it is with us; and
it is natural.

I feel to ask the Father, in the name of
Jesus, to help my brethren to live their re-
ligion, honor their Priesthood and calling;
and I pray you, brethren, to live your reli-
gion and serve your God, that we may see
the power and the magnitude of our God
in the last days. I tell you there never were
any people, since the world was organized,
that have seen such mighty and romantic
power of God as this people will see.

Is there a collision between us and the
United States? No; we have not collashed:
that is the word that sounds nearest to
what I mean. But now the thread is cut be-
tween them and us, and we never will gybe
again; no, never, worlds without end.

[Voices: “Amen.”]
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You may think that I am not correct;
but I am in the habit of telling the truth
when in fun as well as in earnest; and men
that cannot are not worth much.

We have never been the aggressors, but
they have raised the weapons of war to
exterminate us as many as five times, and
they have robbed us of all we had. I have
but three little articles in this world that
I obtained before I was a “Mormon”—an
earthen vessel, a tin tea canister, and a chest
that brother Brigham made for me: he
made me several, but that was the first one.

I have been robbed, and plundered, and
afflicted, if you call it affliction; but I do
not call it affliction. I have heard many tell
of what sorrowful times they have had; but
they are as good times as ever I had in this
life. I leave it to brother Brigham, if I have
not been as happy in the mud as I have
been anywhere. Some of you have seen
these times in Iowa: I think some of you
were there. I had happy days during those
times; and I am happy and thankful that I
live in the tops of these mountains, right
on the backbone, where we have got on
some good spurs. I tell you we boast that
we are on the tops of the mountains; but
let us boast in the Lord and in his strength.

We have received the Gospel of repen-
tance—of baptism for the remission of
sins; and we have received the Holy Ghost,
and it has brought us here. Well, a great
many tell what sorrowful times they have
had. “O dear, I think I have a perfect right
to lie like the Devil; for I think what I have
passed through ought to atone for all I
have done.” It is a poor coot, let me tell
you, that will make such excuses. Let me
tell you, that does not pay for one lie.

Supposing you lie, or steal, or com-
mit adultery, and so on—what you
have suffered is not going to pay for
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