SUPERIORITY OF PURE MOTIVES, ETC.

have to act for ourselves and build up the
kingdom of God on the earth, which we
will do, by the help of the Lord; for he
has decreed that his kingdom shall take
the ascendancy over all other kingdoms
under heaven.

It was observed by brother Spencer
that the time had come for this work to
be making far more rapid strides than
it has hitherto done. You will find that
it has not been by any act of our own
that this thread has been cut; but we
will now have to sustain ourselves, or
we will go under. We have not desired
it—we have not naturally wished for this
crisis to come; but inasmuch as it has
come, if the people, in the strength of Is-
rael's God, sustain themselves, they will
be sustained.

If we are united, we are independent
of the powers of hell and of the world,
which terms are synonymous with me.
We are now free and easy; and if we
succumb to the wicked, our hearts sink
within us and we sicken and die; but
when my feelings are decided that we
will defend ourselves against all who
come here to destroy us or to oppose the
establishment of truth on the earth, I
feel perfectly free and light as the air.
Does brother Spencer feel so? I presume
that he does, and also that every Saint
feels as free as the mountain breezes.

I am free and easy, and I am not
concerned about having too much rest;
though, when my feelings are at rest,
and I have not an hundred tons weight
upon my shoulders, a feeling comes over
me like this—"Are you not becoming
slothful?" As soon as I have a good sound
reflection upon the matter, I feel to thank
God that he will let me rest at times, and
not always require me to bear a burden
like carrying a hundred tons.

Be faithful; and if you are attentive
to your duties, God will take care of the
rest.
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We talk of enjoying, multiplying, and
increasing in the things of God. All that
we can do is to prepare to receive any-
thing that God may see fit to give. I do
not know but that I am just as well pre-
pared to receive revelations this morning
as I shall be millions of years hence. I do
not know but that I shall be prepared to
do the will of God, according to my capac-
ity, as well today or tomorrow as I shall
be when I have spent millions of years in
his presence.

You hear people in the sectarian
world talk about preparing to die; but
the religion that we have embraced
teaches us to prepare to live. If we were
now going to exchange this world for an-
other, I do not know but that we are as
well prepared as we shall be in years to
come. I have felt that I never should
be better prepared to receive the glory of
the spirit world than I am now, according
to my present capacity. While brother
Heber was talking about our travels in
1834, I remember that brother Joseph
said the camp should be cursed. We
had some wicked men in the company,
and Joseph discerned the spirits of those
men, and said that the camp should
be cursed and that they should feel the
heavy hand of the Lord. Brother Heber
came to me and said, "I do not know
that I could have done any better, even
though it had been to save my natural
life;" and he did do well and continued to
do so. And I will say that I do not know
that I can do any better than I am doing.

You and I may be ready to fight: we
may be ready to plant seed, and, if called
upon, to cache grain in the mountains,
and to do whatever the Lord may require
at our hands. Let us do whatever may be
required. If we are called upon to take
our women and children into the moun-
tains, let us do that; if to burn, let us be
on hand to burn; if to build more, let us



