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our God; but this is not the way we used
to look at him: we used to be all the day
long subject to bondage, through the fear
of death. Do we feel anything of that
now? No, we do not: that feeling is taken
away. Now we feel that if it is required of
us to die, it is well; if to live, it is well. We
feel that we are eternal beings and have
laid hold of eternal life, and therefore all
is well. We feel altogether different to
what we did before we heard this Gospel:
it teaches us our duty to each other; it
teaches us to reverence God's name, and
not blaspheme it as the Christians do.

I will tell you how it is in the world.
In the world the masses do not care what
the devil they do, if men do not see them,;
and I am sorry to say that we also are
cursed with a few such scoundrels. They
do not care about God seeing them, for
they have not the fear of God before
them, but they have fear of men.

We never ought to do a thing that we
would be afraid of God seeing us do; and
if we are not afraid of God seeing us, we
should not be afraid of man seeing us.

Well, then, we are taught our duty to
our God by our brethren. And who are
our brethren? The officers and author-
ities of this Church—the servants of the
living God. Who is President Young? The
mouthpiece of God to this Church and to
the world. Has God any other? Yes, lots
of them appointed by him, but he is the
head.

[Blessed the sacramental cup.]

Formerly every man used to take his
own way: we used to claim a great many
rights, privileges, and immunities that
belonged to us individually. Well, we en-
joy many of them yet; but we did not ac-
knowledge the authority of God, and we
could not do it, for the simple reason that
we knew nothing of it.

There was no one to come with
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"Thus saith the Lord"—no man that
could go forth and say he was com-
missioned of Jesus Christ; therefore
there was no authority. There was no
umpire—no standard of truth to go to, to
decide any doctrine that you might have
in your mind. But now we have, "Thus
saith the Lord God."

Is there any other place under heaven
where there is anybody to say, "Thus
saith the Lord?" If there is, I have heard
nothing about it; I have not read nor
heard of it, and I am satisfied there is
no such thing.

I suppose there are in the neigh-
borhood of from 1,000,000,000 to
1,200,000,000 of inhabitants upon the
earth; and nowhere but in this place
can there be found a man to say, "Thus
saith the Lord God"—mnowhere but here,
or where those are who have been sent
from here.

Are there men of intelligence in
the nations? Yes, as to the world's
intelligence—as to the intelligence asso-
ciated with the arts and sciences, nat-
ural philosophy, and mechanism, they
are as intelligent as any that can be
found, without God. There are also
many learned professional men, princes,
statesmen, and potentates. The latter
have the power to govern the nations
over which they rule, and yet among the
whole of them not a man can be found
that can say, "Thus saith the Lord God."

Well, if this is the case in relation to
them, and if this is the position of the
world, is it not time for the Almighty to
interfere? I speak of them, for many of
the thousands who are now before me
are come from the different nations, and
they comprehend what I say, and they
know that this is true.

What is our position? Are we not
favored ten thousand times more than
any other people under the heavens?
Are we not put in a position to have
communication with the Lord? Have
we not the principles of life given unto



