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us from day to day and from week to

week? Have we not the opportunity of

hearing the word of the Lord from his

chosen servant—the only mouthpiece to

lead the people that he has under the

heavens?

Can we appreciate this and realize

our position? Can we really appreciate

our blessings? Do we really feel as we

ought to in relation to these matters?

Why, we begin to experience, in part,

the riches of eternity. They begin to be

unfolded before we can fully appreciate

them.

We are favored at the present time,

but we cannot comprehend our blessings

fully: we can only see in part, compre-

hend in part, and shall not fully compre-

hend until the fulness of the blessings of

God shall be revealed; then we shall be

able to appreciate our position, our rela-

tionship to God, and the great blessings

we enjoy, as servants of the Most High.

We are only little children now. This

is the way I feel. I feel as a little child,

and I pray to God, O God, expand my

mind that I may understand and com-

prehend the things of God, and not act

the fool, but be a wise man, and be able

to comprehend the blessings that are

around me.

Why, the kingdom of God is estab-

lished, the Prophet of God and his ser-

vants are among us, and we are now

enjoying the very things that Prophets

prophesied of as they looked through the

dark vista of ages unborn and contem-

plated these blessings that we enjoy.

They told about the time when the

kingdom of God would be established

upon the earth, when he would re-

store the ancient order of things, when

his Spirit would be poured out, when

light and revelation would be commu-

nicated, when his purposes would be

developed, and when the little stone

would be cut out of the mountain with-

out hands. They saw, in vision, that

a little nucleus here in the moun-

tains would arise, and that the moun-

tain of the Lord's house would be estab-

lished above the hills, and that all na-

tions should flock to the standard, as

doves to their windows.

They saw the things in visions that

we are now doing; they sang and proph-

esied and rejoiced at what we have now

commenced—the building up of the king-

dom of God.

Well, now, can we really appreciate

these things? Do not we often feel as we

did in the Gentile world? We used to say,

"I will be damned if I do not have my own

way." I tell you that you will be damned

if you do.

But howmuch of that feeling exists? I

could not but think of it when I heard the

remarks of brother Kimball this morn-

ing. They led me to reflect upon this sub-

ject. Some of us think we are smart men;

some of us think we know what is for

our good as well as our leaders, and that

our judgment is quite as good as theirs;

and some feel like saying, "We will be

damned if we submit to them." But you

will be damned if you do not.

Now, I will suppose that you were

God, and that you had inspired some

men to go forth and preach the Gospel,

to gather the people, to establish a king-

dom upon the earth—that you had got a

few together, and they gathered others;

finally, you issued your will and your law

to the people: what would you think if

they turned round and said they would

do as they pleased? Says one, "I do not

know;" and says another, "I do not know."

Supposing they should say, "We think

we understand better than you do," how

would you, as God, regulate the affairs

of the earth? What could you do with a

people that would not be obedient to your

law? Just the same as God did with the

antediluvians, the people of Sodom and

Gomorrah, or the Jews. If you could not

do anything with them, how could God?

The Presbyterians used to say that


