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bodies be dissolved and restored again.

You know I am always at work at

something that I can make you under-

stand. As to eloquence, brother Taylor

told you last Sunday what it was. "What

is it?" says one. Nothing but truth, and

that in its simplicity. My prayers are—

and if your prayers were always right,

you would pray so also—that our leader,

brother Brigham, would convey things

in a plain and simple manner. And you

should also pray that I might do it; for I

know there are many things laid before

this people that hundreds of them do not

understand.

I have often talked to this people

about their ceasing from their evil ways.

You hear the same things every Sabbath.

Brother Case has been teaching it, and

my exhortation today is, Cease from your

dissensions.

Well, there are scores of people in this

congregation who do not know what that

means. When brother Brigham says a

thing is so and so, and I answer that I

do not believe a word of it, that is jus-

tifying my conduct. Do you not see it is?

You would not believe that there are peo-

ple in this congregation who are so ig-

norant that they do not understand this;

but there are. Some are so ignorant that

they will make fun of this, and they are

of all the most ignorant. You never saw

a learned man or a learned woman, who

was a gentleman or a lady, that would

ever ridicule a man or woman for not be-

ing better educated.

There is a difficulty with many of the

Elders who go to England, to the United

States, and to the islands of the sea:

they do not explain things in that simple

manner which they ought to do; but they

use words that are above the capacity of

the people.

Go into Philadelphia, New York,

Rochester, and many other great cities,

and you will find the most ignorant

people that are in the world. In those

very cities there are thousands and hun-

dreds of thousands that do not know as

much as my old cow.

You may think that is extravagant;

but there was a Baptist priest as igno-

rant as that—a Mr. Barrett, who kept

an academy called Barrett's Academy, in

London. He did not know what bap-

tism or repentance was, and we could

not teach him, he was so ignorant and

stupid.

But let one of my wives go up to a

cow of mine, and say, "So," and the cow

knows what that means, and will stand

still. Then my wife says to her, "Don't

you kick one bit while I am milking you.

If you do, I will whip you;" and the old

cow stands still till the last drop of milk

is drawn.

There are a great many men and

women who do not know as much as

that: but you can teach cattle, for there

is instinct in them; and you can teach a

horse, for we have seen it done in this

city. Did not God cultivate a donkey

one time? He did. Yes; the Lord culti-

vated the ass, and he spoke and rebuked

the Prophet: and cannot he do the same

now? Did he not speak to a raven and

tell it to carry food to Elijah?

These are a few preliminary remarks.

I have said what I have said, and you

may take from it what you please. We

have to learn the principle of obedience

and do as we are told.

As a general thing, this people will

listen and do what brother Brigham and

brother Heber say; but there are some

who will not do what their Bishops say.

Does that show obedience? You cannot

obey him and then disobey his brethren

that are with him. If a wife cannot be

obedient to me, will she be obedient to

anybody else? I don't think she will;

but I think, if you place anybody else

in my situation, she will disobey him,

and she will disobey every other one


