
274 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

to the dry bones, "Come forth," and so on.

Go and read the Bible, and you will learn

about it. It will be just so with thousands

and tens of thousands who will embrace

"Mormonism:" they will go back into the

mill again, through disobedience.

I do not believe, of all the Branches of

this church that were raised up twenty-

five years ago, that there is one man out

of twenty who now stands firm and is liv-

ing. Of the two thousand whom I and my

brethren baptized, when we first went to

old England, I do not believe there are

five hundred now in this Church.

Brother Brigham and I paid from ten

to fifteen thousand dollars to emigrate

Saints from that country to the States.

But where are they now? They have

not all remained with us; and, in fact,

it was not six months before many of

them turned round and cursed us. They

would not live their religion: they were

stupid, and wanted their own way like a

mule. All such characters will go over-

board, and they will have to lie there till

the Lord Almighty says, "Go and deliver

the Gospel to them again." I am talking

what I know and what I realize.

Brethren and sisters, you have all got

to be tested; but I know I cannot force

things into your minds: I can only tell

you things as I see them. There are a

great many of this people that are exult-

ing, and they feel as though they could

whip a hundred men each: but you are

not going to have very much trouble this

fall.

Those troops seem to feel determined

to come here. There are about 1,400 of

them; and, with their officers and ser-

vants, altogether there will be upwards

of 2,000. Captain Van Vliet advised them

to turn in somewhere and fix up and

stay for the winter; but he had no or-

ders about the matter: therefore all he

could do was to give them good counsel.

But when he found they could not be pre-

vailed upon to take his advice, he told

them that if they attempted to come in

here we should slay them. When they

heard this they shouted with anger, and

the next day they traveled thirty miles

towards this place: they made two days'

march in one.

While brother Jones was there, they

exulted over us and sang all manner of

songs, telling how they were going to

kill brother Brigham and all those who

would uphold "Mormonism;" and they

seemed to be as crazy as fools. They

swore that they would use every woman

in this place at their own pleasure—

that they would slay old Brigham and

old Heber; and they actually think that

there are many—especially women—

that will feel glad should they enter this

valley, that they may be reprieved. In-

deed they carry on in a most disgraceful

and disgusting manner.

How long is it since brother Brigham

proffered to release all the women in

this Territory who wished to be released?

At the last October Conference. That

woman is to blame who wanted to be

free and did not take the liberty that was

given; and I say to all of mine that want

to go, Go, and I will give you all the writ-

ings you want; and, besides that, I will

give you the means to help you away.

These are my feelings in relation to

those who want to go away. I say you

shall have the privilege; for we will pre-

pare the way so that you can go, if there

are any who wish to go; and such has al-

ways been the case. But, as it happens,

there are none who want to go, that we

know of.

In relation to those soldiers coming

here, they never can come, so long as the

Lord God Almighty gives us strength to

resist them. And that is not all. There

is no man that can rule over this people

but Brigham Young.

[The congregation shouted, "Amen."]

And as long as we uphold him

as the man holding the keys of this


