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It is now for us to avoid one fatal rock,
I may say, upon which the Israelites of old
wrecked to a certain extent; and that is,
that when they were gloriously delivered
by the hand of our God and brought into
the wilderness by a mighty hand and by an
outstretched arm, they murmured against
Moses and they murmured against God
because they could not enjoy the luxu-
ries—the good things of Egypt, such as
they were wont to enjoy while in bondage.

How soon did they forget the mighty
miracles that were wrought for their deliv-
erance! There was a time that the Israelites
could do nothing. They had come to the
shores of the Red Sea: they could not ad-
vance; their enemies were in their rear, and
they could not advance. When they looked
forward, it seemed impossible for them to
pass onward; and when they looked back,
destruction awaited them; and in the midst
of this they exclaimed, perhaps, “What
shall we do?”

It appears that there was nothing to be
done, and hence the word was to them to
stand still and see the salvation of God. In
due time Moses was directed to smite the
waters of the Red Sea: the waters were di-
vided and Israel bade to go forward.

It appears that the Lord will open the
way wherever he requires his Saints to go,
however dark and hedged up it may seem.
Yet, when the time comes for us to take
one step, the way will open; and it is not
likely that we can see the final issue or the
result of our journey at first. If we could
see the end, there would be no trial of our
faith; but all the time we must walk by
faith, and not by sight.

It is a good deal in this respect as it was
with the disciples of old: it was required
that they should take no thought what
they should eat, what they should drink, or
wherewithal they should be clothed.
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It was also required that they should
take no thought what they should say,
for they were told it should be given unto
them in the very hour what they should
speak; and so it will be given to the faithful
and pure before the Lord in this age of the
world in the very hour that it is required
and in the very time that it is needed.

They will see how to take one step and
where to place one foot; and if they can-
not see where to put the second, they must
wait till they can see where to put it.

This was the case with the children of
Israel when they were bade to go through
the Red Sea; for whether they could see the
track open all the way across is very question-
able with me; but as they saw where to take
one step, so they were required to advance all
the way through that mighty deep, and they
went through dry-shod; and the very means
ordained for their salvation were the very
means for the destruction of their enemies.

But after the children of Israel had such
a glorious triumph and sang the songs of
deliverance, how soon they murmured
against the authority of God and the Holy
One who was appointed to lead them.
They wanted the flesh, the lecks, and on-
ions of Egypt; and the Lord was forced
to come out of his hiding place and cut
them off from the face of the earth; and
there fell in one day three-and-twenty
thousand. This is written for our example,
that we through faith and patience of the
Scriptures might have comfort.

It is written, “A prophet shall the Lord
our God raise up like unto me:” that is
Moses speaking: “And it shall come to pass
that whosoever shall not hear that prophet
shall be cut off from among the people.” I
am not going to say who that Prophet is;
but I am going to present some few things
for your consideration, and you may draw
your own conclusions.
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