MURMURING AGAINST DIVINE AUTHORITY, ETC.

own spirit and set up a standard inde-
pendent of the Holy Ghost, and will God
love you? No, he won't. If you do not
drink into the spirit of your superiors,
will they love you? Will they have con-
fidence in you? No, they won't.

Well, you see it is all flowing in our
legitimate channel. If God has ten thou-
sand children, or a million, or ten mil-
lions, and all partake of one spirit, and
they are one, does he not love them all?
Yes, he does. But if one steps aside from
the path marked out, will he love him?
No, he won't. But if the ignorant sin and
go astray, he may send a messenger after
them and get them back. He may rejoice
over them and pity them when they are
away, and rejoice over them when they
come back.

Now, brethren and sisters, consider
these principles: weigh them well in
your minds; for the greatest evil that I
know of in this people is the little bicker-
ings in families. I am happy to say that
even this evil is diminishing; yet there
should be none at all.

The spirits of men and women should
ever be guided and tempered by the Holy
Ghost; and I believe that the desire and
intention of a large majority of the peo-
ple are to keep the spirit of their superi-
ors and of their God—to drink it and live
by it.

Would to God that all the women that
are adopted into families would partake
of the spirit of their husbands, if they are
upright men. They have no right to an
independent standard, anymore than I
have a right to a standard independent
of the Holy Ghost. I should have an in-
dependence to turn away from all sin; for
that is the Spirit of God, and that is the
right kind of independence, and that is
the only kind that is justifiable.

I feel, brethren and sisters, that
I should not go amiss—that I should
not go astray from the path of duty,
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were I to call upon families to repent of
their sins in this respect. I have laid
before you, this morning, some of the
greatest evils there are in families—an
unwillingness of the members of those
families to keep the spirit of their head.
Some of them are unwilling to do it: it
is too much the case. I only direct these
remarks where they are applicable; and
therefore those to whom they do not ap-
ply will not take them: and perhaps
there will be some to whom they are ap-
plicable that will say, I do not believe
that doctrine. To such I would say, You
are the very one; you are the very charac-
ter to repent and submit yourself to the
proper government of God.

In relation to murmuring against
God, brethren and sisters, do you not
know that the Israelites were reproved
and that they were slain because they
murmured against their God? Well, now,
in the same light do families stand who
murmur against their head and partake
not of the spirit of their head; for, say
the Scriptures, "Whoso will not hear
that prophet, shall be destroyed from
among the people." Remember that it is
by patient continuance in welldoing that
we seek for honor, happiness, and eter-
nal life—by patient continuance all the
time, and not when we come into try-
ing places to turn aside; but to abide in
the covenants and be patient, seeking for
honor, immortality, and eternal life.

Well, now, you brethren, do not you
go home and say that just suits me—
that is my doctrine, and take liberty
thereby to tyrannize over your fami-
lies. If it just suits you, and if it
is your doctrine, all right. But one
thing let me tell you—Seek the spirit
of your head; and if you will do that,
you will never take advantage of the re-
marks of the servants of God to mistreat
your women. But, at the same time,
the principle must be laid open before



