
you, so that you can understand it. No 
doubt you all know it and understand it 
perfectly well; but it is necessary once in 
a while to “stir up your pure minds by 
way of remembrance.” Do not murmur 
against God, against Moses, nor against 
your legitimate head: no, do not do it; for 
“Whoever will not hear that prophet shall 
be destroyed from among the people.”

Well, now, brethren and sisters, these 
are about the remarks that I wanted to 
make. There are a great many things in 
which we have improved; and in respect to 
the things of which I have spoken, there is 
no doubt but you have greatly improved; 
but I tell you there is room for a mighty 
stride of improvement in this respect. This 
is the way I feel about it.

I do not wish to divide your attention 
upon a thousand things, but I wish to call 
your attention to this thing and say, Repent 
of all your deviations from the path of 
duty; and I believe that you know this is a 
true doctrine—that you are satisfied that it 
is true. Cast away from you every feeling of 
rebellion and of murmuring that will lead 
you to oppose your legitimate head, and 
drink down the spirit of your superiors, 
and abide by it; and then you are one: and 
when you are one, God can love you all at 
the same time. Why, when I love a person, 
I not only love the head, but I love the face, 
the hands, the feet, and all the members of 
that body. Well, then, if we are all mem-
bers of the body, does not God love us all? 
Certainly he does. Then away with the idea 
that a man cannot love but one object at 
a time: away with this, I say, and let us all  
be one. Then if any part of us is loved, we  
are all loved. I believe that I have said all

that I wanted to say. May God bless you 
and save us all in his kingdom! Amen.

There is one word more that I want to 
say, and it is right in connection with what 
I have said. I won’t turn your minds away 
from what has been spoken; but I want 
to tell you that brother Brigham, brother 
Heber, and brother Daniel’s responsibili-
ties laid upon them make them feel more 
than any other men can feel. They are 
enough to burst iron hearts, aside from 
their family responsibilities. Pray, there-
fore, that their strength may be equal to 
their day; and while you pray for them, 
work to your prayer. And if you ask, “How 
shall I work to it?” I will tell you. If you 
get some little difficulty on your mind, 
you Bishops, you Elders, you members, 
do not run to brother Brigham, to brother 
Heber, nor to brother Daniel. You have 
prayed to God that their burdens may be 
lightened; then do not throw your troubles 
upon them, but pray to God to nerve their 
bodies and their spirits, and to give them 
power and strength sufficient for their day.

You would not say to the mule or jack-
ass that is bending beneath his burden, 
“Oh! Poor animal!” And then jump on 
to him yourself: you would not do that. 
Then, when you see the Presidency of our 
Church—our leaders—when you see them 
bowed down, if you cannot go to do them 
any good, do not go to them with any of 
your petty troubles and difficulties. We 
want all these miserable petty cases put away 
or settled between parties and their Bishop, 
and mercifully relieve our head from unnec-
essary, petty, and vexatious troubles.

God bless us and enable us all to do so, 
through Jesus Christ! Amen.

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES284

JOD Vol 5-LIVE.indd   284JOD Vol 5-LIVE.indd   284 5/13/20   8:52 PM5/13/20   8:52 PM


