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upon ourselves, and not upon our lead-

ers. The responsibility that is resting

upon our leaders is alone the responsi-

bility of doing what the Lord wants them

to.

The responsibility of what befalls this

people is no more upon brother Brigham

than it is upon me, and no more upon me

than it is upon you; and every individual

soul in all Israel has his own responsi-

bility to bear, and he cannot throw it off.

Whether it be good or evil—whether it be

joy or sorrow—whether it be affliction or

blessings, the responsibility thereof rests

upon us individually.

Brothers Brigham, Heber, and

Daniel, who are they but our

fellowservants—those that the Lord has

given us to be our leaders and themouth-

pieces of the Lord unto this people—

the legitimate channel through which

to lead, govern, and control this people?

But are they responsible any more than

you or I? No, not one whit. When they

have discharged their duties, they are

as free from responsibility as you or I.

When they have done what lies in their

power to do, they are exonerated before

their God, although they feel as no other

men on earth can feel, because there are

no others placed in their condition; and

it is impossible for any others to feel as

they feel and have the same interest they

have for the welfare of this people.

It is God who rules and leads; it

is God who controls the destinies of

all men. Every man is in his hands,

to be used as he will. Whitherso-

ever this people are led, they will be

led through that channel he has in-

tended; and whether they go to the

east, west, north, or south—whether

they burn their dwellings and flee

to the mountains, or remain here—

whether they fight the Gentiles, or turn

their backs upon them—whatsoever

they have to do, it will be the Lord

Almighty that does it; but he will

do it through the channel he has ap-

pointed.

But will the responsibility of thou-

sands be upon those men that are set

over us to lead us? No, it will not. I am

well aware that there are a great many

people who in their childish simplicity

feel that any act that they do is nothing

to them.

So far as taking thought or having

trouble in our spirits about what is to

come or what will be the result of things,

it is well that we should set our hearts

at rest and be at ease and feel quiet, and

our spirits calm as a summer's morning

and resigned, and our feelings prayerful

and peaceful. But as far as feeling indif-

ferent and like throwing off the responsi-

bility from our shoulders upon our lead-

ers, this should not be; neither should we

claim exemption from the responsibility

of anything in Israel. Everyone should

have a share of that responsibility, and

they cannot throw that responsibility off;

for upon my head devolves the responsi-

bility of directing my hands and my feet

and other members of my body in their

exercises. It is equally the duty of ev-

ery other member of the body to admin-

ister to the head. The hands have to feel

the head, and the head has to be prop-

erly guarded and shielded, that it may

be active and the brain vigorous, that

every movement may be wisely directed

and every energy of the body directed in

proper channels.

Our God deals with us as a peo-

ple. He does not deal with brother

Brigham, brother Heber, or brother

Daniel separately and distinctly from

this people, or the people distinct from

them. We cannot be separated; we

are one. We are the Twelve Apostles,

the High Priests, the Seventies, the El-

ders, the Priests, the Teachers, the Dea-

cons, the Bishops. Every quorum of

the Priesthood, every man in Israel,

and every woman in Israel are mem-

bers of the same body—branches of the


