292

dren; the men of Israel are abroad
among the nations of the earth to preach
the Gospel and fight the battles of Zion,
to go abroad and return once in a few
years, perhaps, to visit their family and
become acquainted with their children.
God wishes the mothers in Israel to as-
sume that responsibility, and assume it
by the Holy Ghost, that there may be a
generation raised up that shall be fit for
the Lord to use.

Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts,
ye mothers in Israel, and fast, and
hunger and thirst after righteousness.
Pray for and with your little children
in your apartments. Is it enough
for a father to gather together his
wives and children when he is at
home, and pray with them? That is
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his duty; and every mother should take
pattern by his example, and with their
own offspring follow his example and call
down the blessings of heaven upon them,
and they will learn from her. While they
listen to her prayers, they will learn to
lisp from her mouth the words of prayer
and thanksgiving to God; and faith will
rest upon them, and the Holy Ghost will
rest upon them, and they will be inspired
with faith and power, and draw down
blessings upon her and upon their fa-
ther; and the blessings of God will rest
upon them from their mother's womb, if
they pursue this course.

May the God of heaven help us to pur-
sue this course, one and all, is my prayer,
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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I will say a few words before the con-
gregation is dismissed.

As but few can be in our offices to
learn the news that is brought in, I will
say that on the 2nd, Friday last, a mes-
senger arrived with intelligence that the
soldiers were going up Ham's Fork.

Previous to that I had sent by
Lieutenant-General Wells a copy of the
Proclamation proclaiming martial law,
and ordering the troops not to come
here. They treated it as I presumed
they would. They say that they are sent
by the President, are subject to supe-
rior officers, and intend to abide their
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instructions; and I expect that they will,
until some other power checks their
progress.

The brethren are well, and the spirit
of peace and contentment rests upon
them. They are doing their duties—
living to and serving their God.

Keep the "Mormon' creed," and espe-
cially just now in regard to the remarks
made by brother Spencer. Some may
think they will have to deviate in attend-
ing to digging their neighbors' potatoes;
but this is now the very business for the
brethren to do. This is now their duty,
and what the brethren ought to do.



