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not do the evil with which they are

charged. They will deny it. This is a

mark of the greatest degradation and in-

famy.

Evils are of two classes; and what are

they? First, people do wrong because

they do not know how to do right: sec-

ond, they do wrong because they are dis-

posed to do wrong: and do you not see

that in either case they are wrongs? We

are not half as well saved as we should

be; consequently, to be saved, we want to

learn to know what right is. If we are

dishonest and want to do wrong, we are

wicked. Nevertheless, it is wrong both

ways; and we are not saved by pursuing

such a course.

You know it is said that in the last

days the knowledge of God shall cover

the earth as the waters cover the great

deep. We can bear testimony that the

Spirit of God is poured out upon his

Saints. We see it day by day and from

time to time, and we are increasing in

the knowledge of the truth.

Inasmuch as we are trying to be

saved, we are all the time increasing in

the principles of truth; we are continu-

ally treasuring them up, and we can use

them for our benefit.

We may easily discover that a person

cannot use that which he has not got. He

must first learn a principle before he can

act upon it. Well, if we do not know the

truth, the best way is to get somebody

that does know to lead us; and perhaps,

by diligence, we may arrive at the knowl-

edge thereof. This has been a course of

safety pointed out to the Saints from the

beginning, and it is the same now.

When we have learned one truth, we

are prepared to learn another; for ev-

ery truth seems to unfold some other

truth. When a matter is presented

to a person who has a knowledge of

a great many truths, let him com-

pare it with the many truths that

he knows, and they will agree; for all

truth will agree. If it is not truth, it

will come in contact; therefore, the more

truths we are in possession of, the more

keys we have to test other truths by; and

the longer we live in this way, the more

we know of our Father and the princi-

ples that pertain to his kingdom, and the

less disposition we will have to do wrong:

we will be more inclined to do right, and

to carry out the principles of his govern-

ment. We will do this because it is the

safest and best course to pursue: hence,

if we have a disposition to be blest and

saved, we shall be disposed to take this

course.

I feel rejoiced in one principle that I

see manifest among the Saints in these

days, and that is, the principle of union.

Of course we have, as a community, al-

ways been more united than any other

people; but we still come short of that ful-

ness of union which should exist among

us. But I consider that we have done

first-rate.

It is an easy matter to do right, if we

only pursue the right course: at least I

have always found it so. I never had

any difficulty to be agreed with those I

was associated with. The way that I am

united with my brethren is simply this:

I calculate to adopt the same policy that

the Lord manifests through his servants

that have a right to dictate me. I do not

calculate to have anything in my heart

that is not right; then you see there will

be no difficulty, if I pursue this course, to

be united with my brethren that preside

over me.

I have been a member of the Church

over twenty-five years, and I have

been preaching all the time: at least,

I have been a preacher, whether I

have been preaching all the time or

not. I have never seen the time but

I have always found those who were

leading me to be right; and I have

never seen the time but I could bear


