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enemies than I have at the present time.

That we may live so as to be sanc-

tified through the truth—that we may

secure salvation in this world, and in

that which is to come, is my prayer in

the name of Jesus. Amen.

TESTIMONIES OF RETURNED MISSIONARIES—TRIALS

LEAD TO EXALTATION—FAITH IN GOD.

REMARKS BY ELDER ERASTUS SNOW, DELIVERED IN THE BOWERY, GREAT SALT LAKE

CITY, WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, OCTOBER 7, 1857.

REPORTED BY G. D. WATT, J. V. LONG.

I have listened during the progress

of this Conference with very great satis-

faction. Everyone that speaks bears tes-

timony to us that our God has not for-

saken us, and that the prayers of this

people are still acceptable before him,

and, notwithstanding our weaknesses

and our sins, that we are a blessed and

a happy people, and that our God is near

at hand to multiply his blessings upon

us.

I have rejoiced in listening to my

brethren who have recently returned

from their missions. I feel that I am one

of them, and I thank my heavenly Father

for that good Spirit which has so bounti-

fully attended their labors and returned

with them.

I do not believe that it has ever fallen

to my lot, since we have been a peo-

ple, to hear, at any one time, so large

a number of our returned missionaries

stand forth before the people to give in

their testimony and speak of the deal-

ings of God with them, as we have heard

during this Conference. They univer-

sally bear the same testimony, rejoicing

in their labors, manifest the goodness of

our God upon them and upon the peo-

ple where they have labored; and it is

evidence to my mind of the increased

favor of God upon this people, and

that it is the faithful prayers of this

people that sustain our sons and our

brethren who are sent forth by the voice

of this people as their representatives to

preach the Gospel to the nations.

It appears that there is no one who

lifts up his voice to speak in the midst of

this people but is constrained to speak

good for Israel. There seems to be no

doubt upon the minds of the people—no

forebodings of distress in the hearts of

the Elders of Israel. What there may be

lying in our path—I was going to say, we

neither know nor care; but we do know

that the straightforward path is strewed

with blessings, glory, honor, exaltation,

and eternal lives. Let us not, therefore,

turn either to the right or the left from

the path our God has marked out, what-

ever theremay be of trial alongside of the

path.

I feel firmly convinced of this, what-

ever may be by some accounted trials,

that when we reach them, if the light

of the Lord is in us, we shall pass them

without stopping to consider whether

they are trials; and we shall look back

upon them and count it all joy. To us

it will be glory, honor, and exaltation,

and steppingstones to that which we are


