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ignorance, from error, and from dark-

ness; but the chains that have hitherto

held us in error and in bondage will

continue to hold us until we reach that

point. Then to see and to comprehend, by

the light that dwells within us, that God

is with us, and that he is round about

us, and that he is fulfilling his purposes

all the time, however varied our cir-

cumstances may be—however they may

change from time to time, if we can but

know that God is in it, what will be the

result? Why, contentment that will be

unbroken; it will be a feast to our souls;

it will be the banquet of happiness for

our minds to feast upon; and then, how-

ever difficult our circumstances may be

considered, we shall have an inward joy,

a peace, a satisfaction, and resignation

to the will of our Father, that we could

not have while we were bound down by

the chains of ignorance and error.

Well, is there anything that we

should know? Yes, if we would be happy,

we should know that if the clouds of ad-

versity lour around us—if there are in-

dications of a storm continually threat-

ening us, then, if we have not assur-

ance and a knowledge of the truth that

will enable us to look through the clouds

that have thickened around us to the tri-

umph of the cause that we are engaged

in, the scenery will become discourag-

ing to us; and consequently, we shall be-

come unhappy. The consequence will be

that we shall be fearful; and it will be

that fear that produces unpleasant feel-

ings and which is the result of ignorance.

It is required of us not so much to read

and comprehend the future which is not

revealed, but like the schoolboy that is

rapidly passing over lessons given by his

preceptor, and who glances over them

without seeing their importance, but

simply commits the words to memory

and passes rapidly along to something

else. We should read and learn these

lessons in our experience; and let us in

all these windings see that there is an

importance attached to every lesson of

experience through which we are called

to pass.

Then, if we can see the hand of God

in all these changes and trials, and if

we can see to the extent that the rela-

tionship is perfect in our comprehension,

between the purpose of God and its ac-

complishment, then we are settled upon

a basis from which we cannot be moved,

and we are then standing upon a rock

which cannot be shaken; and while the

Spirit of God is upon us, we will not be-

come wretched; but so long as that Spirit

can find a place in us, we cannot become

alienated from the things of God.

It was said in old times that when

the Lord commenced his work in the lat-

ter times, he will actually accomplish it.

Well, now, we have actually come upon

the stage of action to take our part when

that work is about to be done, and we are

to constitute a portion of his agents to ac-

complish that work. And when we have

done that which is needful for the ac-

complishment of his work, then we shall

see the consistency of God's hand dealing

with us.

For the last twenty-five years, and es-

pecially when the kingdom of God was

first established, it became necessary

with our Father, as with any other work-

man, to have the requisite material for

the building, and then in the next place

to have that material in a suitable condi-

tion to accomplish the work with. The

same as when the Presidency of the

Church designed to build a Temple—a

holy place to the name of the Most High,

what is requisite? In the first place,

it is requisite to prepare for a founda-

tion; and then, in the next place, the

material to lay that foundation is re-

quired, and the Temple commences to be


