
BENEFIT OF EXPERIENCE, ETC. 307

as these rocks are held to their place

in the foundation of the Temple, so that

there will be no disposition to apostatize.

And the people must be possessed of ca-

pacity, like the rock in the building; they

must be possessed of strength to bear the

weight upon them in the superstructure.

This is the work that has been going

on, and we have to learn, experience, and

appreciate this; and until we do, we only

learn as the brute beasts, who may expe-

rience, but know no reason.

The Lord has been leading us for

our profit and for our learning; he has

been leading us in a course of experi-

ence, and we shall be continually subject

to changes and vicissitudes until our ex-

perience becomes sufficiently fruitful in

knowledge that we shall be bound to the

work of God. "How?" says one. Why, by

a knowledge of the truth; and when we

know the truth in relation to the work

of God, shall we cherish a desire to de-

part from it? Does a man ever apostatize

when he knows the work is true and that

God is working for his own glory, and

when he all the time sees this? No, never.

You never see a man apostatize that in

the days of his apostasy ever knew this

or appreciated it. Why, if he knew this,

he would not apostatize.

Apostates are found as we pass

through the country, and they will say, "I

knew the work to be true, twenty years

ago, when you, brother Lyman, or some-

body else, came through our section of

country and preached the Gospel; I knew

that it was true then."

Then, why did you apostatize and

leave the Church? Have you found out

that it was false?

"Well, I do not know that I have, but it

was that 'Mormonism' that was preached

twenty years ago that I knew."

Well, if you knew that which was

preached twenty years ago, you would

have recognized it today, because this is

the first fruit of that which you were ac-

quainted with; and if you had known

it, you would not have departed from

it. You did not know the Gospel; you

did not understand it: you might have

known or felt conscious that what some

man told you was true. But what is the

spirit of the Gospel to that man that com-

prehends it? It is that which compre-

hends all truth and all good; and there

is no truth, neither is there any good

outside of it; and there is, consequently,

no chance for the individual that views

the Gospel of Jesus Christ in this light

to adopt those kinds of conclusions that

lead men away from the truth and that

cause them to apostatize.

If we realize this, then we are secure,

and we are prepared for any contingency

that may arise; and if God does not build

up his kingdom with us and with the

people that are gathered together to the

place that he has appointed, there is but

one reason why he does not do it, and

that is, they do not understand enough

of the principles of salvation; therefore,

his kingdom cannot be built up entirely

and completely.

Now, the fact of a man's being gath-

ered with the Church and with the

Saints does not constitute his salvation

in the kingdom when the kingdom shall

triumph; for men will apostatize and

go away from the Church, until they

know that it is worth everything else,

that it is everything that is good, and

that it is all that can bestow permanent

happiness upon man. Until they un-

derstand this, they are in danger, be-

cause there are agencies in the world,

throughout the world, and a train of cor-

rupt influences that are in lively exer-

cise among men and that have gained

power in consequence of the ignorance

of mankind; so that until there is as


